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SECRET HISTORY 


OF 


ſions and Yoke, for ſome Years, under 

the eaſie and hap ppy Government of 
E DW AR D the 42 Wee whom in the pleaſin 
Months of Ay, before the ſouthing Sun ha 
ſpread Beams rad ſoultry to ſuffer a "eli ghtful 
Enjoyment of the Flowery Seaſon, in the Sprelt 
Breezes of the Morning Air; Eric, and his be- 
loved Bertha forſook their Downy-Bed, and as 
they us d to do, took an agreeable Walk on the 
Beach of the Sea, nof far from the mouth of the 
River Luna in Larcaſhire. 

The Morning Sun now athering strength, un⸗ 
willing to per vert their Pleaſure into a Toil, they 
retir'd beneath the Covert of a ſhady Rock, hung 
with wild and wandering Greens, and pay'd with 
ſoft Moſs; and odoriferons Herbs, there to enter- 
tain themſelves with a-view of the rowling Surges 
when ee np vain Fory daſtid ſucceſſively on the 

A 1 founding 


\NG LAND had nom reſpir'd from 
E the deadly Wounds of the Daniſh Inva- 
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The Secret Hiſtory 


ſounding ſhore in hoarſe Murmurs ; and to heighten 
their preſent Felicity by the Remembrance of 


their paſt evil Fortune, 


Ob! my dear Eric (ſaid Bertha) bow much hap- 


nder are we in this lonely Retirement, than in the falſe 
ſplendor of the Court, where Ambition, Avarice, Malice, 
Envy, Intereſt, and baſe Plots and Deſigns never 
ſuffer a Pleaſure ſincere to approach the wretched Fools, 
' that court their own undoing ;, not knowing or not con- 
ſidering, that Happineſs is the only value of Liſe! 
The Practice i the World, my dear Bertha, re- 
plied the grave Eric, is as contradictory, and abſurd 
as the debates of the old Philoſophers about their ſu- 
pream Good. One places it in Pleaſure, another in 
Wealth, another in Dignities, and Power; and ſo every 
one 4 different, yet devious way gives it chace, yet 
none come in with the Quarry, becauſe all have miſtaken 
the Scent. But indeed the chief Reaſon is becauſe Men 
generally rather conſiut their Paſſions, than Reaſon, for 
they always magnifying the Idea, and ſo beigbt- 
ning tbe Pete always find Diſappointment , 
even in the Succeſs of their Wiſhes ,, which always, 
therefwe, travelling on after this Ignis Fatuus, never 
arrive at their Fourncys end, Whereas we hade con- 
quer d thoſe wandring and uncertam Hopes and De- 
fares, which depend on things witbout us, confine our 
Happineſs to our ſelves, and our preſent Poſſeſſions, 
The Diſtreſſes we have met with not only in the com- 
mon Calamity of our Country under the Danes, but 
thoſe of the Norman Court in our Exile, and tbe foul 
play I bave found in that of England fance our good 
King's Reſtoration, have taught us to put no Value 
on the Pomp and Grandeur of Ambition; but in this 
peaceful Retirement to truſt to the Benefit of Nature, 
and Love. | 
While Bertha and Eric were ju this Diſcourſe, 
before they perceived it, the Heavens were ob- 
ſcur'd by thick Clouds, and the Gloomy * 
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of Mack-Beth. 


that invaded the cheerful Light of the Sun, rous'd 
them to conſider where they were, and how to 
eſcape the impending Storm by a tinely Retreat 
to their Houſe. But that was too far off to ven- 
ture from the Covert they poſſeſo'd, ſince they now 
found the Clouds begin to deſcend in Showers, and 
the Wind to riſe high, and Lightning ro' flaſh, 
and Thunder to rowl in a moſt ſuddain and vio- 
lent manner. Wherefore retreating farther into 
the Cave, or Grotto of the Rock, they got a ſafe 
protection from the Inclemency of the Tempeſt, 
but had yet the benefit of viewing in ſafety the 
Horror in Perſpective, which gave them a ſort of 
dreadful Pleaſure. 112 
The Storm had now continu'd about an Hour, 
when they perceived at ſome diſtance a little Bark 
or Veſſel toſsd about by the Waves and the 
Wind in a moſt lamentable manner; now it diſ- 
appear*d quite out of their ſight, as if ſunk down 
to the bottom of the Ocean, and then on a ſud- 
dain it was mounted up to the Clouds, and ſtood 
as if it were on the brink and precipice of a 
lofty Wave, ready to tumble into the Abyſs 
without any hopes of riſing again. Through this 
woeful variety they ſaw plainly, that it drove 
every Minute nearer the Coaſt where they were, 
and now within a little of the ſhoar it was quite 
daſh'd in Pieces againſt ſome ſecret Rock, that 
neither Caution, nor Art cov'd avoid. A generous 
Pity gave their Hearts many compaſſionateEmotions 
for the miſerable Creatures, that it contain'd, all 
ſeemingly periſhing in fight of Land, without any 
poſſibility of Help or Alſiſtance. However they ob- 
ſery'd ſeveral on pieces of the Ship floating on the 
Waves, which drove them ſtill nearer the Beach 
where they ſtood. The Storm, as if it had done 
its office by this Wreck, began to relent, the 
Clouds diſperſe, and the Sun again recovered its 
5 brightneſs 
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ſounding ſhore in hoarſe Murmurs ; and to heighten 
their preſent Felicity by the Remembrance of 
their paſt evil Fortune. 

Ob! my dear Eric (ſaid Bertha) bow much ba. 
pier are we in this lonely Retirement, than in the falſe 
ſplendor of the. Court, where Ambition, Avarice, Malice, 
Envy, Intereſt, and baſe Plots and Deſigns never 
ſuffer a Pleaſure ſincere to approach the wretched Fools, 
that court their own undoing ; not knowing or not con- 
ſidering, that Happineſs is the only value of Life ) 

The Pracłice of the World, my dear Bertha, re. 
plied the grave Eric, is as contradictory, and abſurd 
as the debates of the old Philoſophers about their ſu- 
pream Good. One places it in Pleaſure, another in 

Wealth, another in Dignities, and Power; and ſo every 
one 4 different, yet devious way gives it chace, yet 
none come in with the Quarry, becauſe all have miſtaken 
the Scent. But indeed the chief Reaſon is becauſe Men 
generally rather conſiut their Paſſions, than Reaſon, for 
they alw.iys magnifying the Idea, and ſo beight- 
ning . the Defoe always find Diſappointment , 
even in the Succeſs of their Wiſhes ;, which always, 
therefore, travelling on after this Ignis Fatuus, never 
arriue at their Journeys end, Whereas we bade con- 
quer'd thoſe wandring and uncertam Hopes and De- 
fares, which depend on things witbout us, confine our 
Happineſs to our ſelves, and our preſent Poſſeſſuons, 
The Diſtreſſes we have met with not only in the com- 
mon Calamity of our Country under the Danes, but 
thoſe of the Norman Court in our Exile, and tbe foul 
play I have found in that of England fince our good 
King's Reſtoration, have taught us to put no Value 
on the Pomp and Grandeur of Ambition; but in this 
peaceful Retirement to truſt to the Benefit of Nature, 
and Love. | | 5 

' While Bertha and Eric were iu this Diſcourſe, 
before they perceived it, the Heavens were ob- 
ſcur'd by thick Clouds, and the Gloomy 2 
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of Mack-Beth. 
that invaded the cheerful Light of the Sun, rous'd 
them to conſider where they were, and how to 
eſcape the impending Storm by a tinely Retreat 
to 9 Houſe. But that was too far off to ven- 
ture from the Covert they poſſeſo'd, ſince they now 
found the Clouds begin to deſcend in Showers, and 
the Wind to riſe high, and Lightning to flaſh, 
and Thunder to rowl in a moſt ſuddain and vio- 
lent manner. Wherefore retreating farther into 
the Cave, or Grotto of the Rock, they got a ſafe 
protection from the Inclemency of the Tempeſt, 
but had yet the benefit of viewing in ſafety the 
Horror in Per ſpective, which gave them a ſort of 
dreadful Pleaſure. 5 11 15 
The Storm had now continu'd about an Hour, 
when they perceived at ſome diſtance a little Bark 
or Veſſel toſyd about by the Waves and the 
Wind in a moſt lamentable manner; now it diſ- 
appear*d quite out of their ſight, as if ſunk down 
to the bottom of the Ocean, and then on a ſud- 
dain it was mounted up to the Clouds, and ſtood 
as if it were on the brink and precipice of a 
lofty Wave, ready to tumble into the Abyſs 
without any hopes of riſing again. Through this 
woeful variety they ſaw plainly, that it drove 
every Minute nearer the Coalt where they were, 
and now within a little of the ſhoar it was quite 
daſh'd in Pieces againſt ſome ſecret Rock, that 
neither Caution, nor Art cou d avoid. A generous 
Pity gave their Hearts many compaſſionateEmotions 
for the miſerable Creatures, that it contain'd, all 
ſeemingly periſhing in ſight of Land, without any 
poſſibility of Help or Aſſiſtance. However they ob- 
ſerv'd ſeveral on pieces of the Ship floating on the 
Waves, which drove them till nearer the Beach 
where they ſtood. The Storm, as if it had done 
its office hy this Wreck, began to relent, the 
Clouds diſperſe, and the Sun again recovered its 
6 AP: brightneſs 
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brightneſs, and ſoveraignty of the Sky. En- 
couraged by this, Eric and Bertha left the green 
Cave, and deſcended by the Rocks to the Strand 
to help any poor Creature, that Providence might 
make the Surges drive to the Shoar. x 

When they came down they found two reverend 
Hermits ready there to execute the ſame Cha. 
ritable Office; nor did they wait long e're they 
ſaw a ſmall Plank come aſhore loaden with two 
Men, and a Lady, clinging cloſe to this little Hope, 
tho' they ſeem'd quite dead with the Terror and 
ſeverity of the Tempeſt. They all help'd todraw 
pp the Plank, and take up the People, to reſtore 

them, if poſſible, to Life. The good Hermits were 
_ furniſhed with Cordials for ſo fad an 
and adminiſter'd to a Young Gentleman, 
Young Lady, who held each other ſo faſt, that 
Death ſeem'd unable to part them; while Eri 
took the ſame Pious Care of an Old Gentleman, 

1 whoſe Silver Hairs aſſur'd them, that Violence 

| alone cou'd be, to him, an untimely Fate. 

The heat of the Cordials joining with the 
heat of the Sun, at , laſt began to make them 
come to themſelves, The Young Gentleman firſ 
opening his Eyes, and waking as it were from 
the ſlumber of Death, gaz'd with Wonder about, 
and eagerly cry'd ont, Oh! let me die, let me periſi 
in thoſe Waves, that bare ſwallow'd up my dearth 
Eugenia! Life would be a Puniſhment without He, 
for whom only I wou d live! E're theſe Words were 
quite ntter'd, the Young Lady, aſſiſted by one of 
the Hermits, and Bertha, began to feel the Return 
of the Offices of Life; and Love, that Death cou'd 
not put an End to, return d. to its feat, her Heart, 
and taught the firſt Accents ſhe utter'd, to 
dreath out the Tenderneſs of her Paſſion. 0 
my Saul! ob my Soul! my Love, my Lorna, Where 
yt thou? For far thou canſt not be? fte * a 
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dial down his Throat, and Chafing his Temples 


: of Mack - Beth. 
lck'd together for F | Life and 
ary acts be ten eye, Bb 


The Young Lorn hearing the Voice of his be- 


loved Eugema, ſoon drew near her, and after 
mutual Joy for ſo happy an Eſcape, and Thanks 
return'd to the Hermits and Bertha for their kind 
Aſſiſtance; . er now began to —— whether 
a rev Old Gentleman was not likewiſe favd 
by their Charitable Care from the Fury of this 
Storm, ſince the Loſs of a Father in him wou'd 
too much ſowr the Joy of their Deliverance. 
Being aſlur'd, that he likewiſe was taken up, the 
whole Company came up to Eric to ſee whether 
the Succeſs of his Care had anſwer'd theirs j but 
Age was not ſo well able to ſtruggle with ſuch 
Fatigues, as Youth; and Eric had found all his En- 
deavours to little purpoſe, till forcing ſome Cor- 


to groan, and at laſt to open his Eyes, and pive 
certain Proof, that Life was yet poſfeſs'd of his 
perſon; tho”. it held there but a frail and weak 
Empire, and of ſhort duration without thoſe Com- 


by the Aſſiftance of the two Hermits, he 75 


forts, which that naked Beach con'd not afford 


him. 

The Houſe cf Eric, and Bertha was too far off, 
and no place ſo near as the little Cottage of the 
Hermits, where tho? no extraordinary Accommò- 
dation cou'd be had, yet ſufficient was aſſur d to 
give him ſome Repoſe, and Refreſhment to enable 
him to advance farther into the Country. 

The Men all join'd in 4 the Old Gentle 
man up the Cliffs to a little Hut, where theſe 
two Venerable Anchorites dwelt, and with mnch 
ado accompliſh'd the Work; Bertha and Eugenia 


follow d after, and the whole Company being en- 


ter'd the Hermitage, a Fire is made, and the Old 


_ Gentleman plac d * and his wet Garment 


remoy'd 
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| The Secret Hiſtory | 
remov'd, while ſuch covering as cou'd there be 
got was thrown over him, the Young Gentleman 
and his Lady dry'd theirs on their Backs, all the 
while more ſolicitous for the Recovery of their 
Father, than any Danger to themſelves. 

Pain, and the Extremity, to which he was re- 
duc'd, had render'd him ſo pale, and disfigur'd, 
that his beſt Acquaintance cov'd ſcarce know him; 
yet Eric and Bertha obſerved one of the Hermit: 
to Eye him very eagerly, and that all the Sym- 
ptoms of Anger, Indignation, and Hatred fre- 
quent ly ſhewed themſelves in his Face. But when 
by the Heat of the Fire, and the Cordials, he had 
taken, new Life ſpread through his Body, and 
brought his Face to its natural poſition, and re- 
ſtored ſome of that Freſhneſs of Colour, which 
was ſo natural to him, he began to ſpeak, and 
bleſs the kind Powers above, that had yet pre- 
ſerved him from Death, to ſee his dear Eugenia 
happy in the Arms of her Lorn. 

He had not utter d many Words of this na- 
ture, with his Thanks to the Company for their 
generovs Aſſiſtance, but the Hermit, that had 


all along ſo earneſtly ey'd him, unable to contain 


his Rage any longer, burſt out into a Fury in this 
manner; Ha! it is be! it js that Villain ! that De- 
vil incarnate! that curſed Adviſer and Miniſter to 
the Tyrant! How juſt, ob ! you beavenly Power bave 
you prov'd your ſelyes, by fringing this Monſter to 
ſuffer, by my Hands, that Death, which he owes to 
Ten thouſand. Look on me, Angus, know Glamis, 
whom thou baſt wrong d with thy deviliſh' Advice to 
the Tyrant; bo baſ driven me from my Native 


Clime, to waſte all my days in bated Exile from my 
Native Country, a Wanderer, a Stranger to my ſelf, 
and all the World. Furbear ye generous Engliſh from 
affording him any further Ajſiſtence ; let bim periſb 
like a Dog, by the band of Heaven , to which we 

oat. 
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of Mack-Beth. . 
4 Charity on the 

— = wr yen? Me ſt of —— Bane, and on 
of bis Country, the Ruin of ber ancient Nobles, the 
Oppreſſour bis People, the Butcher of the Law: and 
Liberties of Scotland. Tor pin bh ty he 
of the Elements, and caſt bim out of theſe bol 
to die on the Roc Rocks 3 to t 


of the Field, and the Fowl: 2 's bang 


Ceaſe, I ſa, to fix bis fluttering _—_ 72 you wp 
debaſe my Hard to be bis Executioner ber e before you 


With theſe Words he drew ont a Dagger, and 
brandiſhing it on high, was going to pierce the 
Thane of * Angus (for ſo was the Old Gentleman 
call'd) to the Hearr. The Company were ex- 
treamly ſurpriz'd, at this turn, and at the ſtrange 
Fury of the Thane of Glamis, who had diſguiſed 
his Quality, and Perſon under the peaceful Habit 
of an Hermit, in ſo remote a Nook of the World 


to avoid the Bloody Attem & Mack-Beth, and 


his Bravoe, who had ſeveral Attempts 
upon his Life, in the Cities ares he had dwelt 
in the firſt Years of his Exile. 

Fear and Piety threw the beautiful Eugenia be- 
tween her Father and the Blow, and Love ſoon 
ſhot the Young Lorn betwixt the Thane and his 
Miſtreſs, and directed his Young Nervous Arm 
to the Hand of the Furious Glamis, whence with 
ſome difficulty he wreſted the Dagger. 

Glamis, ſaid the Noble Youth; let not tbe Injuries of 
Fortune make thee fall below thy ſelf, betow the Reputa- 
tim of thy Arms, of thy Honour, Virtue, by 
an Old,” Weak, N.. —— who, 
bas been guilty of at. po Crimes, bas 
the otber band — 7 ear, Rcpentance, and 
be ſuſfer'd to live in bis penitent ſtate, 10 
that Guilt with bis Tears, * wou'd 
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10 


ſhalt not come at bis Life but throug 


. Tl Secret Fiſtory 
preniſh with bis Blood. But aſſure thy ſelf Noble 


Blood in bis Veins, thou 
b my Heart. 

bat Prodigy is this (reply'd the Thane of Glamiz, 
ſtill full of Rage) what unheard of Baſeneſs, in 
young Lorn, to protect that guilty Head, by which 


Glamis, while Lorn bas any 


| bis own Fatber was treacberovſly Murdered, by whom 


his Relations are robb' d of their Eſtates, and thoſe who 
cou eſcape the Stabb, or Poiſon, fore d to wander in 
Foreign Lands, and live on the Charity of Strangers, 
Jt is impoſſibie! thou canſt not have any of tbe generous 
Blood of Argyle in thy Veins, always Haters of 
Tyrants, and of the vile Inſtruments of their Tyranny , 
that canſt declare thy ſelf the Protector of the moſt 
vilhanous Mignion that ever ſervilely comply'd with, 
or rather prompred on a Royal Murderer to Miſchief. I» 
not Angus the very Soul of Mack-Beth ? Does that 
Uſurper do any thing, contrive the Ruin of any Man, 
without conſulting bis infernal Oracle Angus? Ob! 
Lorn! that bear thy Fathers dear Image in thy Face, 
and Perſon, Baſtardize not thy ſelf, nor degenerate 
from that Noble Line, and Principle, which bas been 
fo Nuftrious for Virtue and Honour. He 
lf can't juſtifie my Honour, (reply'd Young 


_« Lora) and yet guard the Life of the Father of 


* my dear Eugenia, I will offer both his and 
mine to the ſeverity of your Juſtice. But be 
* you firſt a juſt Judge, lay aſide your Paſſion 
** (which never attends an equitable Ear) and 
gear me plead with Impartiality the Cauſe [ 
** Eſpouſe. 

Eric and the real Hermit join in the appeaſing 
of Glamis, while Eric inform'd him, that as he 
was a Magiſtrate of thoſe Parts, ſo he cou'd not 


ſuffer any of thoſe private Revenges, which are 
not juſtifiable by the Law of this Land; the 
Hermit urg'd the Motives of Chriſtianity, which 
forhid us thoſe terrible Reyenges, which proceed 


from 
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from liſtening to the dictates of our violent Paſ- 
ſions, not our Reaſon, or the Precepts of Religion, 
which ought to be the Guide and Conduct of 
our Actions. | TY. 

Glamis cou'd not reſiſt the onſet of ſo many 
Perſons of Honour, and Reputation, but retiring 
2 while into the opea Air, he recover'd that Calm 
which is more worthy a Man of Senſe,than a blind 


Obedience to the violent Impulſe of ev'ry Paſſion; 


which tho' ſometimes ſet off with the ſpecious 
Name of Zeal, never perſuades what is Juſt and 


Right, 


ln the mean time Eric makes all the haſte he 
cou'd hence, and diſpatches Horſes and Men to 
convey the whole Company to his own Houſe, 
where their Accommodation being better, the 
Thane of Angus, the Thane of Larn, and the Thane 
of Glamis, might be entertain'd more ſuirably to 
their Quality, and preſent Condition. Bertba 
ſhew'd a particular Care of the Young and Beauti- 
ful Eugenia, while the Men found the ſame from 
their Generous Hoſt, the good Eric. But notwith- 
ſtanding Glamis had pacify'd his Wrath at the 
Hermit's, the daily Remembrance of his paſt and 
preſent Sufferings, all which he laid at the door 


of the wicked Angus, wou'd not permit him to 
throw off entirely all thoughts of Revenge, when 


a more favourable opportunity ſhou'd offer. 

Angus was now prety well recover'd from the 
Ill, that he had contracted from the Misfortune 
of his Shipwrack, and ſate vp in his Chamber, 
and received Viſits from thoſe of the Houſe, 
and Neighbourhood, who thought fit to pay him 
that Com at. But Glamis cou'd not ſo well 
diſguiſe this. Reſeatment, as to be one of the 


Number of thoſe, who congratulated his Reco- 


very; when he heartily wiſh'd him much worſe. 


| | the 


. 


bim to ſtay, 
| nearly concern him. So, much againſt his Incli- 
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the reſt of the Family, who all endeavonr'd to 
| Inſpire another ſpirit into him, tho in vain; they 


yet at laſt prevail'd with bim to pay Angus a 
Vifit with the reſt of the Company. When 
Angus ſaw the Thane of Glamis enter his Chamber, 
he ſpoke to him in this manner. 

This generous Viſie to the Man, I confeſs, yu have 
but #00 — Reaſon to hate, * me more ſenſibiy 
— al that Rage, which you expreſſed at our fot 

- for to be 3 Injuries ii ſo very com- 

it yields nothing ſurprixing; but to find the 
= _— 2 a 2 iſit to the Injurer, is ſo un- 
common, _ as only the Thane of Glamis 
16 capable 7 A. However in return, give me leave 
to extenuate my Guilt as much as I can, "and ſow, that 
you do me ſome Injuſtice to level all your Anger at 
me, who bave only been guilty by 4 too blind Obe- 
dience to a Maſter, whom [ own it my ſhame to bave 
ferv'd, My dear Eugenia, I muſt deſire thy abſence, 
for I am to deliver things, which I wou'd not have 
known to thy Goodneſs 10 it ſhowd alarm thy Fears 
of ſuffering for my —— go retire to the Church, 
and mediate — Heaven, th while J am confeſſing 
my Enormitics to Men, my Guilt my be ef 
and my Penitence receiv'd. 

Eugenia with Tears in her lovely Eyes retir'd 
looking with ſuch earneſtneſs on Young Lern, as ik 
ſhe by them ask'd him whether he 'won'd "ſuffer 
her to be alone in her Sorrows; but as he was 
going after her, Angus call'd to him, and deſir'd 

ince ſome of his Story wou'd 


nation, the Thane of Lorn ſuffer' d his dear Eu. 
enia to retire with no other Companion, than 
er Sorrow to ſpend her Hours in Prayers and 


Tears, while he was confin'd to hear a Narration, 


that might not bring him that ſatisf - which 


* defr'd from the Moyth of the Father of her 
whom 
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whom he ador'd. But Bertha wou'd not be ſtopt, 

and therefore went after her. The Company 

being now ſilently attentive, the Thane of Anf 
thus began. 


The Hiſtory of Mack-Beth, and the 
Thane of Angus. 


HERE is a Neceſſity, Gentlemen, (ſaid he) 
for my greater Juſtification, and the giving 
a better light to my own particular Story, to join 
a full Account of the Affairs and Actions of 


Mack Beth, the preſent King, or rather Tyrant of 
Scotland 


You all know, that by Birth he is of the Blood 
Royal, that he is Maſter of great Penetration, a 
ſharpneſs of Wit, and very lofty Spirit; and I 
do further believe, that you will agree, that if 
he had been bleſt with a greater Moderation and 
Juſtice, he had been worthy of that Soverai 
Command which he obtain'd by AGs, not ſo 
juſtifiable by the Rules of common Honeſty. But 
he was of Ceſar's Opinion, That Right it ſelf was 
to be abandon'd for the fake of Domiojon. = 

is firſt Appearance at Court, was 1n the 
ginning of the Reign of Donald, or Duncan the 
Seventh. A Prince of too ſweer, and eaſie a diſ- 
oſition to be at the Head of a Government ſo 
ifſicult to manage, as that of Scotland has always 
prov'd to be. His Perſon was tall, and exattly 
proportion'd, a Maſculine Beauty ſate Enthron d 
in his Face, and from his Eyes ſuch a haughty and 
commanding Spirit ſhone out, as diſcoverd a 
Challenge of Soveraign ſway. But his Manners 
were every way engaging to all he Convers'd 
with, never aſſuming to himſelf above his Com- 


pany ; Aﬀable and Complaiſant to all, and ppen- 


ly 


Gr Saw 
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ly an Encmy to none. This won him the Hearts of 
all the Men of the Court, whilſt his Perſon and 
Addreſs, made an eaſy way for him ro the Hearty 
of the | adies, | 

I had my ſelf been at Court about five Years 
juſt, the Years that my Age exceeded that of Mack: 
beth, I had no Reaſon to complain of my Recepti- 
on with either the Fair or the Great, and my Fa- 
vour with the King was as much as my Youth, and 
little Experience in Affairs of Policy con'd exped. 
Macl - beth was now in the Twenty firſt Year of his 
Age, and | in my Twenty fixth, Rivals in the Fair 
and Fortune, both Amorovſly enclin'd, and both 
ſeaſon'd with a very great Tincture of Ambition; 
which yet was not come to that robuſt State, as to 
Rifle all other Paſſions, which generally is the eff.& 
of Years ; but Love chiefly employ'd our Induſtry; 
Intrigues with the Ladies took up more of our 

time, than Intrigues of Stare. | 
Among the Ladies none ſhotie with ſo univer- 
ſal an Influence, as Jaquenetta,and Anabella, Daugb- 
ters to the Thane of Broad- Albuin, the firſt Wife 
to the Thane of Gaury, the later Wife to the 
Thane of Kyle, both Men of Power in the Court, 
but of Years much Superior to their Ladies, nor 
able to . thoſe Fires, that Vouth and the 
Addreſſes of the Gay and Gallant are wont to 
raiſe in Ladies of their Beauty and Quality. J. 
quenetta had kindled a Flame in my Heart, which 
I had not Virtue enough to extinguiſh, withont 
_ endeavouring its Satisfaction, and Anabella had 
made the ſime Conqueſt in the Boſom of Matt 
beth, It would be too tedious to tell you the 
Particulars of the Progreſs we made in our A. 
mours ; ler it ſuffice that by the Aſſiduity of our 
Addreſſes we found no ingrateful Return, and 
that in a few Months we were as happy as ot 
Paſſions cou'd deſire. 7 
oo Mark ini 
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of Mack-Beth. 

-Mack-beth had an Aſſignation one Night with 
and for the ſecurity of his Reputation 
made no Confident of his lutrigue, and ſo went 
to the Rendez vou alone. He was waiting the Sig- 
nal beneath her Garden-Wall, when he beard he 
Approach of three or four Perſons, and hid him- 


15 


ſelt in the Door of the Garden, which was hol - 


low, and deep, * ons: wovu'd paſs by before 
the Signal was given, but contrary to his Ex 
tions, they plac'd themſelves juſt by the ſame Place; 
when he heard one of the Company ſpeak to 
the Reſt. Watch this poſt with all your Care, for it 
cannot be long are he come; my Intelli is certain, 
and when be comes before you let bim not eſcape to tell 
Tales of the Attempt. Iis true, be is a Prince of the 
Blood, but be is my fortunate Rival , and Love de- 
ou knows - Di ogy Apr. yr er I 
prom:'d you ſball ſurely a you ; keep beſades 
in your Memory the Injury be bas done you," Tow 
Places will then be in my Father's Power, and what 
cant an only Son do with a fond and indulgent Father, 
in bebalf of ſuch as bave oblig'd bim in ſo ſenſible 
# Manner ? | 
The words were ſcarce out of his Mouth, but 
Mack-beth found they were ſpoke by the Son of 


% 


the Thane of Caithneſs, whom he very well 


knew to be his Rival, not only in Anabella, but 
in his Favour with the King. But what to do in 
this Streight he cou'd not imagine, or how to 
make his Party good with three or four Men 
arm'd with Revenge, as well as with Swords. For 
ke had employ'd in this Office threeYoung Ruſſians, 
whom Mack-beth had turn'd out of their Poſts for 
Exorbitances, which he con'd not with Honour 
ſee paſs unpuniſn d. The Charge being given, his 
Rival withdrew, and the Rogues, with a deſign to 
fit down and wait there, enter'd the Porch where 
Mack-berh was conceal'd, he had juſttime to draw 


— 
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down at his Feet; the other two ſoon diſcover d 


The Secret Hiſtory | 
his Sword, and leaping out betwixt them, broke 


through them to the open Street. The Aſſaſſins 
immediately purſu'd him, and confident, that he 


was the Prize, that they ſought after, all three 
fel} upon him, whilſt he retreated Fighting with 
little Hopes of Deliverance from ſo imminent x 


| Danger, 


It was my Good or Evil Fortune, that Miante 


to be diſmiſs'd from the Arms of Jaquenetta, whoſe 
Houſe join'd to the Garden of her Siſter , and 


comiag by found him maintaining a very unequal 
Fight againſt three. There had no particular 
Friendſhip then paſt betwixt us, nor any Enmity 
to forbid any future Endearments, I did not 
know preſently who was the ſingle Perſon , but 
the Barbarity of the Aſſault, determin'd me to his 
Relief; ſo drawing my Sword, Iplac'd my ſelf by 
his fide, and bid him not deſpair ſince the Villainy 
of the Aggreſſors muſt render them unable to 
withſtand the Force of our Arms. That Mo- 
ment, as if he had taken freſh Vigour from this 
Appearance of Relief, he laid one of the three 


that they truſted more to their Number, than 
Courage,and immediately fled away ; whom while 
we were purſuing, the Young Caithne comes up 
with them, and endeavouring to put freſh Valour 
into the Fugitives, draws to lead them on, 
curſing their Fear and their Cowardice for flying 
from an equal Number. When Mack-beth coming 
vp to him, deſiring me to deſiſt, attack 'd him 
himſelf, and with ſome Reproaches on his Villzim, 
ſoon wonnded him ſo deſperately, that he dropt 


_ down on the Spot, curſing his Stars, and the partial 


Anabella, that had ſurrendred her Charms to him 
and (lighted a Love, that no Man but himſelf cou'd 


have for her. 


The 
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of Mack-Bethi. 


The Rage of Mack-beth was going to put an end 
to his Life by another Wound, but I ſtopt his 
Hand, and bid him be more geneous, than poorly ti 
ſtab a Wretch, that lay at his Mercy; which tho* 
he did not deſerve, yet it was due to his own 
Character not to do a thing beneath his Honour 
and Reputation. So we left him in the Street and 
directed our Way home to the Appartment of 
Mack-beth. Where being arriv'd he found himſelf 
Wounded ſlightly iv two or three Places, having 
therefore ſent for a Surgeon, and had his Wounds 
dreſs'd , I left him to his Repoſe. I confeſs [ 
never found more Sentiments of Gratitude, than 
all his after Actions diſcover'd. He courted my 
Friendſhip, and drew by Obligations, and a thou- 
ſand Confidences into a moſt ſingular Union and 


Amity. 5 


Coming to ſee him the next Morning, he gave 
me a thouſand Careſſes, and call'd me his Pre- 
ſerver, aſſuring me, that all his Life ſhou'd be 
ſpent in returning the Obligation. Our Diſcourſe 
now turning on the Cauſe of the laſt Nights Ad- 
venture, he ſet me down by him , and thus he- 


"Tk 
ws dear Preſerver, ſaid he, you ſhall now be- 
gin to find, that you have oblig'd a Man, that per- 
ectly knows the Duties of Gratitude. For I 
will confide that to your Knowledge, which no 
Body in the World yet knows but the Charming 
Annabella and my ſelf, unleſs; as I fear by what 1 
heard the Aſſaſſin deliver to his Creatures, ſhe 
have made ſome Servant of hers a Confident of. 
You mult therefore underſtand, that Fortune and 
my own Aſſidvity has given me the Happineſs of 
the Favours of Annabella the beautiful Wife of the 
old Thane of Kyle, I have for ſome time been 
bleſt with the dear Careſſes of that Charming fair, 
as often as his Buſineſs and Abſence allows us an 

B Oppor- 


17 


ence, never rebates the Edge of my Paſſion, 


agreeable to her Lover; a thin looſe Robe, but 


ments that deny'd my Eyes the Beauties of her 


The Secret Hiſtory 
Opportunity. But Affairs of this Secret Nature 
— never to be gone through without Hazards 


and Dangers, which whet the Appetite and 


heighten the Pleaſure, I have met with many 
beſides this laſt Night, and yet the Inconveni- 


which perhaps, on too eaſy a Poſſeſſion had been 
dead before now. - But the Husband takes Care to 
give me ſnch Interruptions, that lever riſe from 
— Banquet of Love with my Stomach not half 
-ull. . 

The Thane of Xyle laſt week was oblig'd to po 
ſome diſtance from Home; I had Notice of the 
lucky Minute, and was ſoon admitted into her 
Bed-Chamber, where | found her in a perfect Un. 
dreſs, but ſo adorn'd as might render her moſt 


ill conceal d the Charming Proportion of her 
Limbs, and her ſnowy Boſom was all bare, and 
diſcover' | two ſuch beautiful Breaſts, as wou' 
have tempted an Hermit to have preſs'd them 
with his conſecrated Hands. They were White, 
Firm and Round, and heav'd with an agreeab'e 
Motion, that betray'd the ſoft Deſires of her 
Heart; on her Face was ſpread a warm and con- 
ſcious Bluſh, her Eyes darted Fire, and her curious 
Hair hung loofly down her Shoulders, in ſuch 
Quantity as made her a Natural Veil for her 
Body. | | 

You may imagine this Sight was like Wild-fire 
in my Blood, and made me immediately thro 
my ſelf down by her, throw alide the thin Gar- 


Naked Body, and diſcover ſuch Symmetry, that all 
the Poets feign of Yenus cou'd not come up to. | 
was now ſcarce got intoPolleſſion of this ineſtimable 
Treaſure, when in the next Room we heard the 
Jane's Voice, which made us ſtart from all our 

| © Pleaſures 
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of Mack-Beth: 
pleaſures into the utmoſt Confuſion. The danger 
was preſſing, the Moments of Conſideration fo 
few, that we concluded of nothing but the worſt 
Events, | was reſolv d to deliver her by the death 
of the Thane, and therefore drew my Sword, 
which had he then entred, he had certainly 
found immediately on his Body ; but ſome Acci- 
dent detaining him a few Moments in the Anti- 
Chamber, ſhe came to her ſelf, and bid me hide 
my ſelf under the Bed; that to be fare he cou d 
not ſtay long with her, and that her Repuration 
wou'd not ſuffer me to take any ſuch deſperate 
Remedy, which was worſe, than the Diſeaſe, ſince 
it cou d produce nothing bor both our undoing. 
I immediately comply'd with her Deſire, and 
was now ſettled in my uneafy Poſt, and ſhe prety 
well compos d from the diſorder, and placd on 
the Bed, the better to conceal what had been done, 
when the Thane enter d the Room; and approach- 
ing the Bed, ask'd her what made her in that Un- 
dreſs, and that Place in the middle of the Day. 
Becauſe it is the middle of the Day, veply'd ſhe, when 
the heit is ſo ſtrong, as to make all Cloaths intolera- 
ble, and is only fit for lying ſtill, and ſleep away the 
ſoulrry Hours. | 
The Thane fate down by her, and his playing 
with her Boſom, and looking on her Beauties in 
ſo tempting a Poſture, gave him Deſires, which 
he was reſolv'd not to balk. Thou art ſo Charm- 
ing, my Annabella, (ſaid be} that I find a freſh Touth 


invade all my Veins at the View of thy Perſon; [ 


muſt inculge the welcome Vigour, and enjoy the Trea- 
ſure, that is my own when I am able. Anabella try d 
all means to put off the odions Enjoyment, which 
was as diſguſtful to her, as tormenting to me: 
She pretended, ſhe was not well, aſſum'd an ill 
Humour, ſtruggled, ſcolded, but all in vain, the 
old Thane” by the —_—_ of a Husband _ 
2 = 
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her ſubmit to his Pleaſure while I lay in a donble 
Rack, both for fear of a diſcovery, and to be 
witneſs of my Miſtreſſes ſuffering the Embrace; 


of another, which neither ſhe nor 1 covu'd pre- 


vent. 35 LN E3f4 

The Matrimonial conteſt being over, and ſome 
taſteleſs Endearments paſt, the Thane retir'd, with 
Aſſurance of his return before the Evening; for 
her Beauties were ſo great, that he loſt all his 
Happineſs by the Tyrany of his Buſineſs, which 
deny'd him to be always in her Preſence, and to 
dedicate himſelf entirely to her. 

She ſaw him down Stairs, and mounted his 
Horſe, that ſhe might be ſure he was gone, wiſh- 
ing the Beaſt might ſo diſable him at. his Journeys 
End, that he might not return very ſoon to in- 
terrupt her Pleaſures. Aſſoon as ſhe came up ha- 
ving Lock'd all the Doors, ſhe came to me, and 
bid me enlarge my ſelf from ſo uneaſy. a Priſon, 
I ſoon obey'd lier Summons, and with ſhame, and 
deſpondence in my Eyes, obſerv'd no leſs in hers, 
which were caſt down on the Ground, while her 
Face was all on a Flame with Bluſhes at what 
was paſt, Do you not hate me, ſaid ſhe, after what 
has paſt. To hate you is impoſſible, (reply'd I) theſe 
Eyes and thoſe Beauties, were made to give Love and 
not Hatred. I bate the Tyrant thy Husband, and hope he 
will break his Neck and never may be admitted to rifle 
thoſe Sweets, that were made for the Bleſſing of Touth, 
not to be abuſed by old Age. I cou d have wiſd, that 
bis fond fir had been leſs ſucceſsful when 1 was ſo 
nigh. But certainly there was no other Courſe to get 
rid of his Inpertincnce, It was the Malice of my 
Fortune, dear Annabella, and not any Fault of Tours. 
It was a check to my Happineſs, which elſe wowd bave 
made me too ſatisfy'd in my Condition; but let u. 
keep the Memory of the curſed Accident no longer 
alive. by our Diſcourſe, which I wow'd bave utterly 
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© of Mack- Beth. 
forgot. Let us loſe no more time in repeating our 
Miſery, but drown all Thoughts of it in an Ocean of 


* (ſaid Annabella) I can't forgive my ſelf, and 1 
will therefore, deny my ſelf the Satisfaclion of your 
Embraces , to do Penance for my Folly. But indeed 
1 knew no other way of delivering both my ſelf and you 
from bis Company. No more my Charmer (ſaid 1) 


1 am ſatisfy'd with the Neceſſity of what is paſh, 
but cannot be ſo with a denyal of what ought to en- 
ſue. Let us t fore to the Bed, and there Redeem 


du time in Pleaſures, better felt than expreſi d. 


No, ſaid ſhe, / ſhall come polluted to your Arms--- 


but [ will make a Purgation by Water, as the Ancients 
us'd to do---ſaying theſe Words, ſhe open'd two 
folding Doors, which diſcover'd a neat Bath ſtrow'd 
with ſweet Herbs, and paſſing in threw off her 
Cloaths, and bury'd her ſelf in the liquid Odours. 
The ſight of this Venus ſer me again on Fire, and 
ſpeedily undreſſing me, I ruſh'd into the Bath and 
claſp'd her in my Arms. What New ways doſt 
thou find, my everlaſting Charmer, to vary thy Beau- 


ties and my Pleaſures! Having ſpent a few Mo- 


ments in this watry Scene, we came out and dry- 
ing our ſelves with the Linnen, that lay ready for 
that Uſe, I conducted my Venus to the Bed, and 
throwing off the Silk Counterpaia and the Sheet, 
with which only it was Cover'd, we enter'd the 
ſoft Liſts of Love; where we Fought the Battle 
with that Obſtinacy, that we had ſcarce time to 
Dreſs, and [ to get away before the old Thane re- 
turn'd, I was juſt got out of the Garden door, 
and gone a few ſteps when I ſaw him and his Ser- 
vant, turning of the Corner of the Street, and 


making full ſpeed to his Houſe ; and | made as 


much haſte as I cou'd to my own Appartment to 
refreſh my ſelf with Food,and Repoſe after a Jour- 


ge / ſo long and fatiguing. 
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bella again till this Day : But yeſterday had a Sum. 


you the greater Aſſirance, I ſhall return your Afjas, 
with the Account of another of my own with a Lady 


tbe Wife of the Thane of Gaury (interrupt 


, The Secret Hiſtory 
Since this I had no Opportunity of ſeeing Am 


mons to meet her in the Garden-houſe when the 
Thane was aſleep, and all the Houſe at their Re. 
poſe. But how that Aſſignatica came to the 
Knowledge of young, Caithneſs I can't imagine, 
unleſs ſhe have told ſome Servant near her Per. 
ſon, of truſting whom there is indeed ſome Ne, 
ceſſity. Thus you find, my dear Friend (conclu. 
ded Mack-beth) that J put a perfect Confidence in 
you, and let you into the Secrets of my Soul, 
— no Man alive ſhou'd partake of but your 
elf. 
1 ans ſenſble of the Favour, my Lord, (reply'd |) 
and ] dare believe you will never have Cauſe to re. 
ent your mtruſting me with any thing. But 10 gin 


mn 
leſs Beautiful, as ſharing indeed ber Beauty in ſo nes 
a Relation as a Siſter. What tbe Cbarming ae rs 

Math 
beth?) The ſame, return'd I, Then our Souls were d. 
ſtin d to an Intimacy by Sympathy, which drew bat 
our Hearts to the Charming two Siſters. 

In that indeed we perfectly agree, but m 
Amour is too Calm, and ſecure to give me thoſ 
Whets to my Appetite which you enjoy. You 
know the two Factions that devide the Court, i; 
that of Caitbneſs, and chat of Roſs. The Thane ol 
Gaury, is wholly in the intereſt of the Thane of 
Roſs, from whole Intereſt in the King he pro- 
miſes himſelf the Eſtabliſhment of that greatneſ 
he aims at. Ambition is his only Aim, and the 
important Buſineſs that takes up all his Thoughts, 
to which he Sacrifices all Conliderations whatever, 
This makes him fo active in engaging all the 
young, Noble-men he can in the Intereſt of th: 
Faction of Roſs, adapting his Baits to the Inclina- 


tion of the Party he wou'd Proſelyte, Youth 1 


generallſ 
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generally ſway'd by ſome Paſſion and Pleaſure, or 
other, which Byaſles its Reaſon, or at leaſt Opi- 
nion and Zeal. This Man he Entertains with 
Muſick, that with ſplendid Treats; this with pre- 
ſeats of Horſes, that with loſing his Money to 


him at Play. He eaſily diſcover'd my Inclinations 


to his Wife, which gave him more Joy, than Diſtur- 
bance, ſince he had now found a Bribe in his 
Power to win me from a Party he thought me 
before too much inclin'd to. He, therefore, in- 
vites me to his Houſe, careſſes me with all the 
Tenderneſs of a Brother, and Vows all that is ia 
his Power at my Service. 

After Dinner he leaves me with his Wife, and 
officiouſly ſhuts the Door after him. She had her 


| Leſſon from her Husband, and immediately at- 


tacks my Inclinations for the Caithneſs Faction, 
urges the Honour and publick Spirit of that of 


Roſs, I tell her the Story of my Heart, and aſ- 


ſure her that her Will ſhou'd Byaſs me to which 
fide ſhe pleas'd, ſince her Eyes had obtain'd an 
abſolute ſway over my Heart, that it was impoſ- 
ſible for me to purſue any Courſe, that ſhe did not 
direct. That in pleaſing her I arriv'd at my 
Wiſhes, and that from that Moment I liſted my 
ſelf in the Catalogue of her Converts, and wou'd 


receive all my Directions from her. 


In ſhort, | urg'd my Paſſion with that Eagerneſs 
and Addreſs, that l found ſhe had no Averſion to the 
Story, which had made me hope for the ſpeedy 
Succeſs, that follow'd. In this Diſcourſe I had 
drawn pretty near her, being fall'n on my knees 
with her Hand in mine, on which I ſeal'd all my 
Vows of Fidelity and Service. From thence I 
venture to her Lips, and found no Repulſe from 
the Eager Advances of Kiſſes, as warm as my 
Deſires, This gave me boldneſs to proceed to 
greater Liberties, and brought me a nearer de- 
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gree to Enjoyment, till ſhe ſunk in my Arms, and 
foffer d me to rifle all thoſe ſweets, which merited 
greater difficulties to obtain, and yet leſſen'd not 
their value by being 1 ſo eaſily, | 
| | retir'd to my Lodgings, highly ſatisfy'd with 
my ſucceſs, and made no difficulty of entirely ſur. 
rendring my ſelf to the Party of Roſs, in which 
I have continu'd zealous ever ſince; The Cauſe 
is known only to Jaquenetta, her Hvsband, you 
and my ſelf; but Love, not Reaſon, was the mo- 
tive of my Converſion; and I look'd on the 
Parties with ſo indifferent an Eye, that a much 
leſs cogent Argument might have carry'd me to 
either ſide. For the ſtrife is not at all for the 
Publick Good, but which ſhall engroſs the King, 
and make all the Preferments their own and 
thoſe of their Faction. This Affair has continu'd 
ſome time; but F ta has the Addreſs artifici- 
ally to make Obſtacles, where really there are 


none, by that to ſalve her Husbands Reputation, 


and heighten my Love, For ſhe always makes our 
Enjoyments ſo ſecret, and with ſo much Cavtion, 
as if ſhe were afraid of her Husband as much 
as her Siſter, tho' what ever ſhe does in this 
Amour, ſhe does by his Authority. 

Having thus made a mutual Confidence, and 
vow'd a perpetual Friendſhip, we parted, | went 
immediately to Court to hear what was become 
of Young Caithneſs; and whether his Wounds had 

rov'd Mortal ; or that there was any hopes of 
his Recovery. Tho' Caitbneſs was not of the 
Blood Royal, yet he was a powertul Man in his 
Country, and had ſtill ſuch an Intereſt in the King, 
that it wou'd have been hard for Mack-Beth, then 


not much known at Court, nor very much in the 


ing's Favour, to have eſcap'd a diſgrace in his 
irſt Riſe, | 75 
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When 1 came to Court I found the Thene of 
Caithneſs in ſome Fury, telling his Caſe to the 
Chief of his Party, aggravating the Aſſault on his 
Son by Mack-Beth; as if he had endeavour'd to 
Aſſaſſinate the Young Carthneſs, and not he Mack- 
Beth. He urg'd, that if the Princes of the Blood 
were permitted ſuch Exceſſes, none of the No- 
bility were ſafe, who ſhou'd preſume to oppoſe 
them on the moſt juſtifiable Occaſions. That all 
the Quarrel Mack-Betb had to him, was his eſpou- 
ſing the Cavſe of three Innocent Gentlemen, whom 
he had turn'd out of their Places to gratifie 
his Creatures; that one of them had fallen in 
defence of his Son, by the Hands of many bold 
Aſſaſſins, headed by that Prince. He urg'd them 
all to ſurround the King with one common Com- 
plaint, ſince doubtleſs it was meant, as an Inſult to 
the whole Party; that the Faction of Roſs was cer- 
tainly in the Bottom of the Deſrgn, and had put a 
young hot-headed Prince on an Action, which they 
durſt not engage in themſelves. 

Juſt as he had done his Complaint, the King 
came ont of his Appartment, when old Caithneſs 
falling on his Knees, with Tears in his Eyes 
demanded Juſtice for the Loſs of his Son 
that now lay expiring with the Wounds be had 
received from a Band of Rvuffians, headed by 
Mack- Beth, This was ſeconded by all the Party, 
and vrg'd with that vehemence, that the King 
was going to order him to be taken up, and com- 
mitted to Priſon till the Event was feen of his 
Life or Death; when making up to the King [ 
defir'd to be heard, and told him that the Thane 
of Caithneſs had foully aſpers'd, and bely'd his 
Kinſman Mack-Berb; that to my knowledge Mack- 
Beth was aſſaulted by Three Rogues, employ'd by 
the Son of the Thane, and had only eſcap'd with his 
Life, by my accidental paſſing by and coming to his 
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Reſcue; that as we were purſuing two of the AC. 
ſaſſins, the third being fallen by the Hand of 
Macl- Beth, the Young Caithneſs ſtopping the Run- 
aways, exhorted them to renew their attack on 
both of us, which he encouraged by drawing him. 
ſelf, and puſhing at Adeck-Beth, but the Rogue; 
had not Courage to join him, but flying ſill faſter, 
Mack-Beth in his own Defence, and with his ſingle 
Arm had given thoſe Wounds to the Son, which 
the Father without Cauſe complain d of. 

The Heads of the Faction of Roſs being by, 
took hold of this opportunity of engaging Mack- 
Beth in their Party, and with ſuch vehemence e- 
ſpous'd his Cauſe, that at once provok'd the In- 
dignation of Old Caithneſs, and brought the King 
over to their fide, They therefore prevail d 
with the King to ſet a Day when Mark- Beth ſhou'd 
clear himſelf, and bring the Young Caithneſs to: 
Tryal for his Aſſault of one of the Blood Royal 
of Scotland ;, which being fix'd to the Tenth Day 
after the Wounded was recover'd, one fide went 
away with Satisfaction and Triumph; the other 


wich Shame and ladignation, and fecret Vows of 


Revenge, when opportunity offer'd. 

There was no body ſhew'd more Zeal in the 
Cauſe of Macl- Beth, than Banquo another Prince 
of the Blood, prompted both by a particnlar 
Friendſhip between them, and his Apprehenſions 
of the like danger himſelf, as frequently having 
occaſion for going by Night, and alone on Affairs 
of the ſame Nature, that had thus expos'd Mack 
Beth to the Aſſaults of his Enemies. 

The Faction of Caithneſs had frequent Coaſul- 
tations on this troubleſome Affair, and the un- 
eaſie Condition of their Party, which was very 
much in the Wain, and every Day loſing ground 
with the King. But he being a very weak Prince, 
was often won and loſt by each ſide, as the laſt 
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of Mack-Beth. 
Impreſſions were made on him. The Thane of 
Caithneſs himſelf was a Man of skill in publick 
Affairs, of great addreſs in Buſineſs, and of a ge- 
nerous Temper ; but all his Deſigns were ſpoiled 
by his impatient Temper ; which was a Weakneſs 
ſo well known to his Enemies, that they frequently 
made uſe of it to diſturb his Reaſoning in Council. 
The 1bane of Roſs, the Head of the contrary 
Faction was a Man of a very clear Head, cool 
and ſedate in his Debates, and never was obſerv d 
to be in a Paſſion in publick in his Life. It was 
not in the power of Man to ruffle his Temper, or 
make him loſe that Moderation of Conduct, by 
which he conſtantly ſteer'd all his Actions. Bur 
then he was avaritious, never forgave the leaſt 
Offence, and ſure tho' late wou'd pay Revenge 
where he thought it was due. He had no mea- 
ſure in his Ambition, nor Luſt of Wealth, yet 
he knew whom to let partigpate of the publick 
Spoils, and whom to exclude. He knew the 
Temper of all the Nobility, nor wanted the Arts 
to Wheedle the People into an Opinion of his Ho- 


nour and Love of the Publick. 


This being the Character of the two Heads of 


the oppoſite Parties, the Followers had a greater 


or leſs ſeaſoning of either of theſe Qualities. 
Thoſe of Caithneſs were generally Hot-headed, but 


_ generous; thoſe of Roſs Aﬀable, Courteous, but 


Rapacious and Niggardly. However all managin 


their Penury with ſo much Prudence, as to ſuſ- 


pend the hatred of the People by popular Pre- 
rences till their Buſineſs was done; and then they 
eaſily took their Quietu to make room for ano- 
ther of the ſame Clan to follow their ſteps, and 
enjoy the ſame Benefit. If their Exhorbitances 


' loſt them the King, and the People for one Year 


or two, they always had Addreſs enovgh to 
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Head of Affairs, and keep their Poſts for ten or 
twelve. 

In a Debate of the Heads of the Faltion of 
Caithneſs, it was reſolv'd, that the Young Lord 
ſnou d, as ſoon as able, apply himſelf to the Thane 
of Kyle, and tell him all that he knew of the 
Intrigue of Mack-Beth with his Wife, and in- 
finuate, that his Wounds, and Diſgrace were the 
Effects of his Zeal for his Honour; by which 
means he might revenge himſelf on the Partiality 
of the Lady, who had neglected him, and prompt 
the lealouſie of Kyle, to revenge himſelf on the 
Man that had done him ſuch Wrong ; which be- 
ing ſpeedily put in execution might prevent what 
he cou'd ſay againſt him on his Tryal ; and laſtly 
it might bring the Thane of Kyle over to their 
Party, when he found the Spoiler of his Honour 
in the Party of Roſs. ; +, 8 

This raſh Reſolution was too agreeable to the 
hot Temper of the Youth for him to delay the 
putting it in Practice. He, therefore, ſends to the 
Thane of Kyle, that he was coming to wait on him, 
and deſir'd him to ſtay at Home for him, becauſe 
his Buſineſs was of ſuch Importance to his Honour 
and Reputation, that it might not be deferr'd. 

The Old Thane happen'd to be with his Wife, 
when this Meſſage was deliver'd, and return'd 


for an Anſwer, that he waited him that Hour. 


Annabella was immediately apprehenſive, that his 
Reſentment of her;Slights, and the Diſgrace, that 
Aack- Beih had given him, prompted him to ſome 
Miſchief againſt them, but cou'd not conceive how 
he cou'd have grounds ſufficient to do her any 
Prejudice, unleſs the Declaration of his finding 
Mack · Beth in the Porch of her Garden-door might 
be thought ſo; and yet ſhe cou'd not tell how to 
account for his watching there, if he had not had 
ſome Intelligence of the Aſſignation. Full of theſe 
DEITY | LIM Thoughts 
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Thoughts ſhe ſends up for her Maid, that was 
her only Confident in the Amour. She charges 
her with Treachery, in betraying her Secrets to - 
the Yonng Caithneſs, from whom ſhe expected her 
immediate Ruin. That it was in vain to deny 
that this Minute, which ſhe muſt be call'd to de- 
clare the next, as an Evidence againſt that Miſtreſs 
that had confided her Honour and Life to her 
Fidelity. Bur that yet it was in her Power to 
retrieve what ſhe had done unleſs ſhe was really 
her ſecret Enemy ; but ſhe ſhou'd remember, that 
ſhe cou'd not long enjoy the benefit of her Trea- 
chery, ſince Mack-beth wou'd be ſure to revenge 
her Quarrel ; whoſe Intereſt, and Power e' ery day 
encreas'd, as that of the Houſe of Caithneſs de- 
clin'd, and wither'd away. 

In the midſt of this Diſcourſe the Maid was 
ſent for in haſte ro her Maſter, ſo acknowledg- 
ing her Weakneſs, unable to reſiſt the Bribes 
T Young Caithneſs, yet ſhe was reſolv'd to turn 
his Malice on himſelf, and ſave her Lady from 
that Danger into which ſhe had thrown ner. 

The Maid went to the Thane without any ſeem» 
ing Concern; but the Miſtreſs follow'd after with 
too much uneaſineſs not to be ſeen in her Coun- 
tenance; reſolving to liſten to the Conſult, and 
determine either immediate Flight or Stay as ſhe 
heard her Cauſe go. | 

Aſſoon as the Maid was enter'd, the Young 
Caithneſs thus addreſs'd himſelf to her. Te 
Diſcovery you have made to me of your Ladies In- 
trigue with Mack-Beth, has lain ſo on my Conſcience, 
that I ccd not reſt till I had inform'd my bonourd 
Friend, the Thane of Kyle, of the Treachery of his 
Wife; an Angel indeed in the Beauties of ber Body, 
and / wiſh for ler Husband's ſake, ſhe were no leſs 
in Mind, and Manners. 
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Sir, 


30 


nom not what you ſay; or elſe you take this baſe un- 


The Secret Hiſtory | 


Sir, (reply'd the Maid, without any change of 
Countenance, or Fear,) Tou ſurely are Mad, and 


generous Method of revenging your ſelf on me, and my 
Lady for ſlighting your Endeavours, at what ycu non 
accuſe Mack-Beth of ; you are unjuſt to deny her thoſe 
Beauties of Mind of which you haue made experience 
when ſhe rejected your Infamous Suit, tho you ar 
Young and Handſome, and my Lord ſomething in 
Tears. f 

Thou Monſter of Woman ! (cry*d out the hot Young 
Man) is it poſſible ſo much Impudence, and Guilt car 
meet in one Per ſon; Did you not let me know of th 
Allignation the Night I fought with Mack-Beth ? 
Wat he not found in the Porch of our- Garden 
Had you not my Gold for the Jnte . ? Tru 
(my Lord) reply'd the Maid, I confeſs I bu 
Gold of you, and you deſerv'd to loſe it without an 
effet?, ſince it was meant as a Bribe to my Integrity, 
and as the Shower of Jove to let you into the Brazen 
Tower where my Lady was conceal'd. But, Sir, | 
preſume you cannot boaſt that I did perform what you 
defir'd, I never did admit you, nor ever wou'd, He 
ven knows my Heart, any Man living to the Injury iſ 
the Honcur of my good Lord, or my Lady, being 
very well aſſur d of the eternal Hatred of both, and 
immediate Puniſhment for any ſuch Tranſpreſſion. 

The Thane of Kyle was almoſt confounded ia 


the Matter; for he cou'd not imagine, that the 


Young Caithneſs cou'd have ſo much Folly and 
Madaeſs to Summon the Maid for a Witneſs of 
the Truth of what he had afferted againſt his 
Wife, if he really had not been told ſo by her. 


But then that Readineſs, and Unconcern in the 


Wench, and the Heartineſs of her Aſſeveration 


wou'd not let him believe, that there was an) 
thing in the Matter, more than the jealouſie ot 
Caithneſs, or ſome Miſinformation he had had from 


her, 


of Mack - Eeth. 
her, or ſome other of his Family on purpoſe to 
Bubble him of his Gold. At laſt, Sr, (ſaid he) 
1 wou'd willingly think a Man of Honour ſpoke Truth, 
tut when 1 find a Gentleman quitting bis 
the Accuſation of a Lady, I bave more Reaſon to 
Credit my Servant, whoſe Evidence ſeems to argue 
you guilty of a Will, tho not a Power of Inj 


me that very Way, which you wou'd perſwade me you 


abhor in Mack-Beth. 

This ſedate Speech of Kyle provok'd Young 
Caithneſs more, than the Impudence of the Maid, 
and made him ntter Words that rais'd the Spirit 
of Old Xyle; who putting it cloſe to him, whe- 
ther he had ever made any amorous — on 
Amabells? He in a Rage, and by way - 


| tempt, reply'd yer, and bad ſucceeded as well as 


others, bad I bad but as much ſlaviſh Patience to at- 
tend. This confirm'd the Thane, that his Wife 
was wrongfully accus'd, and that all that had 


been ſaid was the effect of Revenge for his Diſ- 


appointment, 

In this diſpute the Name of Annabella was often 
mention'd with ſome noiſe; hence ſhe took her 
Que and enter'd, deſiring of her Husband the 
Reaſon of that Noiſe, and the frequent mention 
of her Name. Do you know this young Gentleman ? 
(ſaid the Thane) be accuſes v hat of Cruelty 
to bis Paſſion — (interrupted ſhe) my Lord? I am 


aſham'd that you encourage thoſe by your Friendſhip, 


who know no Return, but to affront your Wife with 
their criminal Love, I know nit what he can accuſe 
me of, but the ſlighting bis odious Adareſſes, and that 
I bope, my Lord, is no Crime in your Eyes, E- 
nough my Dear, (ſaith the Thane) I doubt not but 
thy Virtue is as good Proof againſt Mack-Beth, as 
againſt him, tho" be tells me a lame ſtory of an In- 
trigue you had with him, of which be was inform d 
by this Maid; but ſhe denies bis Aſſertion, and his 

Baſeneſs 


is Honour in 
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Baſeneſt in Aſſaſſinating Mack-Beth, and accuſing 4 
Lady of Adultery, becauſe ſhe wound not commu it 
with him, and above all, becauſe, I know thy chaft 
temper and moderation, I do for ever renounce all Com- 
munication with him, and forbid him my Houſe, and 
will be for ever after an eternal Enemy to bim, and 
his. Tou may therefore now depart in ſafety Toung 
Gentleman, becauſe you enter d my Houſe now as « 
Friend; but Deatb is your Lt, if from this moment 
ſet your Feet with in it, | 

] confeſs (ſaid Young Caithneſs) I am in the wron 
to think that any Man cou'd be believ'd againſt |; 
much Beauty; that the Conſcious Impotence of Age 
cou'd ceaſe to have the Vanity of believing it ſelf 
ſufficient for ſo much Youth, But be not too ſecure, 
old Lord, Time may diſcover what that Villain 


Maid denies me the proof of. 


Having ſ. id this, he left the Houſe in Confuſion 
and Shame to relate his Sncceſs to the Cabal. 

Tho' the Thane of Kyle was ſatisfy'd in his 
Wife's Innocence by. the Confuſion of Young 
Caithneſs, yet, his laſt Words wou'd never out of 
his Head. He conſider'd his Age, and her Youth, 
and that Conſideration gave him a perperul Alarm, 
and made him keep a continual Watch over her 
AGions. But Spies are Mercenary, and will not 


ſee what they are ſet to Watch, when the Gal- 


lant's Gold flies into their Eyes. This Aack-Beth 
found true, for the very Creatvres of the Husband 
moſt promoted his Amour, till too much ſecurity 
thiew them on a iZiſcovery, which if not prevent- 
ed by the Death of the Thane, might have been 
fatal to both; to ſuch Hazards does unlawful 
Love expoſe its Devotes. Annabella had lately 
took a fancy. when in her Lovers Embraces to 
barracade the Door of the Anti Chamber, with 
ſome Chairs, and at a little diſtance ſhe placd 


ſome ſmall ' Stools, with the Fire-Shoyel and 
Tongs 
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Tongs. upon them; perhaps foreſeelng what 


after wards happen'd, if not on purpoſe to pro- 
duce the Event which came to paſs. One Night, 
ſhe was in the Arms of Mark-Berb, and the 
Thane of Kyle, having notice of it by ſome new 
Spy, not yet diſcover'd, nor id the Enemies In- 
tereſt, came up a back way, aud taking a Candle 
ia one Hand, and his Sword in the other, he 
opens the Door of the Anti-Chamber, which 
ſind ing barricado'd in that manner, fo raid his In- 
dignation, that he made his way in, and going in 
a Paſſion, ftumbl'd over one of the little Stools, 


and bruis'd himſelf ſo much in the fall, being Old 


and Groſs, that he lay for Dead. This alarms 
the Lovers; he is hid, ſhe comes out, removes 
the Tongs, Stools, and Chairs, before any 


one cou'd come; ſummons the Houſe to his Aid? 


and gives her ſelt the Air of 4 Grief, which ſhe 
ought to have on ſuch an Occaſion ; for tho'the 
Thare breath'd, and ſhew'd maniteſt ſigns of Life; 
yet he neither oper'd his Eyes nor utter'd one 
Word, . WO 

Muck - Beth was convey'd away in the Hurry, 
Surgeons ſent for, and all things apply'd thar 
might do him good, but having bruis'd fome 


Part within him, all Applications were in vain, 


for he expir'd before the Morning, in the Arms 
of his Wife, and the Preſence of the Family. 
Tho' Annabella was infinitely pleay'd in her Heart 
at an Accident, that had not only ſav'd her Life, 
but fet her at Liberty to enjoy her Lover at. 
Pleaſure, yet ſhe put on that outward Form of 
Sorrow, which Widows generally uſe on Occa- 
hons of this Nature. | 1 3 

Many Days ſhe paid to this Formality, and 
ſoon after rhe Interment many Nights to Love. 
But while ſhe cou'd not be ſatisfy'd with the fre- 
quent Enjoyment of her 8 Macl-Beib, 1 7 

6 


55 


The Secret Hiſtory 


leſs he confin'd himſelf perpetually to her Arms, 
be finding no more difficulties in his Amour, 
and tir'd of the intollerable Fondneſs of his 
Miſtreſs, grew weary, and cold in her Pr 

and often made lame Excuſes for his Abſence, 
Till now having caſt his Eyes on the Daughter of 
the Thane of Koſs, newly arriv'd at the 

he perfectly abandon'd Aunabella, in ſpight of al 
her endeavours to retain, or recover his Heart. 
This was an Amour of another Nature, and 
Matrimony only cou'd accompliſh his Deſires; 
there was Intereſt enough · in the Match to engage 


| his Prudence, and Honour enough to ſtir up the 


Ambition of her Father. Mack-Beth, whoſe 
Mind was ever thinking of a Nobler Chace, than 
Womankind, conſider d that to link himſelf ſo 
faſt with the head of ſo powerful and popular 


a Party, wou'd make an eaſie way to the Crown, 


it other Circumſtances ſhou'd ever Concur : And 
the Lady, wheſe Soul was much fuller of Am- 
bition, than Love, fancy'd her Marrying a Prince 
of the Blood, ſet her at leaſt ſome ſteps nearer 
the Golden Circle. Both ſides having theſe Mo- 


tives, the Match was ſoon agreed on, and the 


Day for the Celebration of the Marriage ſoon 
x'd. a ; 

But now the Tryal of Young Caithneſs wa 
pnſh'd on with Vigour, which had all this while 
been delay'd by the Fathers Arts, and his pretence 
of not being yet recover'd. The Matter was 
plainly prov'd againſt him, ev'n by the Vrllains 


he employ'd, who had their Pardon to be Evi- 


dences againſt him. He is Convicted, and Con- 
demn'd to Baniſhment into the Iſles during the 
King's Pleaſure; who was now ſo well guarded 
and ſurrounded by the Creatures of Foſs, that 
no Application cou'd be made to alter or retard 


the Sentence, Being therefore, compell'd to g0 
| | into 
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Party of Caithneſs ſeveral Mites from the City, 
and Mac- duald, a Man of great [nt'reſt in the Iſles, 
went quire to the place of his Exile, with an In- 
tention to Revenge his Cauſe not only on Mack- 
beth, bur the King and the whole Court; as his 
after Attempts plainly diſcover'd. 

lu the mean while! the Wedding of Mack-beth is 
celebrated with great Magnificence, and the Pre- 
ſence of the whole Court, except Caithneſs and his 
Party, too melancholly, and too much diſguſted 
to be preſent at a Solemnity, which was ſo hateful 
to them, and ſo prejudicial to their Cauſe, 

Soon after this Caitbneſs retir'd to his Eſtate 
in the North, which gave him a formidable 
Power in thoſe Parts, and with him went the 
Thane of Narn and Sutherland; Men of turbulent 
Spirits, as well as very Potent in thoſe Parts, 
where we ſhall leave them till their preparing 
thoſe Factions, in which they were to fall in the 
beginning of the Reign of Mack- Beth. | 
Mack- Beth being Marry'd, his Lady inſpir'd a 
new Air into his Face and Spirit to his Conduct. 
Amonrs, that had taken up ſo much of his time 
before, found bur little ſhare in his leiſure Honrs 
afterwards. He apply'd himſelf wholly to Buſi- 
neſs and Military Affairs, in which his Progreſs 
was ſo ſpeedy and conſiderable, that he ſoon ap- 

rd at the Head of an Army which he made 
by his Conduct and Valour ſucceſsful. 
| Mack-duald, whom I mention'd , retiring into 
the Weſtern lands with the young Caithneſs, had 
been ſo induſtrious in Miſchief, as to ſtir up the 
People of thoſe Parts into Rebellion, declaring 
againſt the Faction of Roſs; and the King him- 
ſelf , as the meer Tool of that Party, not free 
in his Actions, nor at Liberty to do Juſtice to 


any, whom the Roſſians had a Mind to opprefs: 
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Mack-Betb and Bancho were made choiſe of by t 
_ Miniſtry to command the Army againſt the Rebels. 
They Rendezouz'd at Inverneſs, where the Com- 
mand was thus divided: Bancho with a ſufficient 
Force march d into Keſs to the Borders of Suther. 
land, to have an Eye on the Thanes of Caithneſ; 
and Sutherland, who they had Reaſon to believe 
were in the Deſign, and wou'd join them if they 
found the Iſlanders met with any tolerable ſac- 
ceſs. But in Appearance they lay ſtill, as not at 
all concern'd in the Affair, either aw'd by the 
Neighbourhood of Bancho , or their own diſtruſt 
of good Fortune. 


Their Agents however ſpread ſtrange Rumours 


of the Power of the Iſlanders, and made incre- 
dible Stories of their wonderful Exploits, there- 
by to diſpoſe them to the like Attempt , or at 
leaſt to diſcover how ſtrong their Party wou'd be 
ſhou'd they join in the Revolt. 

_ * Mack-Beth paſt over into Skie, where all the 
Rebels were met, and ready to invade the Con- 
tinent had he not prevented them by his ſpeed. 
Adack-duald and his Iſlanders were ſomething dif: 
hearten'd at his Approach, and often conſulted of 
a Retreat, but that was impoſlible, without a Vi- 
ctory, which they had Cauſe to deſpair of. Not but 
that they were far more Numerous, than the Army 
of ack-Beth, but they were a rude and ill di- 
ſciplin'd Multitude, and ill provided with War- 
like Stores and Arms, and no News of the Men 
of Caithneſs and Sutherland, who, Mack-duald, had 
allur'd them wou'd join them. Macl-Beth wou'd 
not give them leave to recover of their Fears, 
but immediately fell on them, totally routed 
their Army, killing vaſt Numbers on the Spot, 
and taking all, or moſt of the reſt Priſoners. He 
then purſu'd Mack-duald toa ſtrong Fortreſs, whi- 
ther he was retir'd with a Handful of his Fol- 
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lowers, that had eſcap'd the Fattle. Bot ſind - 
ing himſelf unable to hold out, and expecting, or 
defiring no mercy from Macł-Heth, he fell on his 
own Sword, expiring the very moment, the For- 
treſs ſurrender d. Macl-Beth was not ſatisf/ d 
with the Execution he had done on himſelf, but 
order'd, his Head to be ſtruck off on a Scaffold by 
the Provoſt Marſhal in the fight of his Army. Nor 
was he content with this Puniſhment of the Lea- 
der, but, contrary to the true Policy of ſparing 
the Multitude , he hung up all the Priſoners he 
cook, which drew the hatred of all the People on 
the King, as done by his Order. 

Mack-beth and Bancho return in Tryumph to 
Court, and receive the Compliments of all De- 
grees, and the Thanks of the King, and the Ca- 
reſſes of their Friends. But they enjoy'd not 


long the Tranquility, ſuch a great ſucceſs pro- 


mis'd them. For the Domeſtick Enemy being 
ſuppreſs'd, Fate rais'd them another far more 
terrible and dangerous. For Sweno or Swane King 
of Norway, came into the Frith of Forth with a 
very numerovs Fleet, aboard which he had a ve- 
ry formidable Army, which he landed in Fife. 


The King immediately diſpatch'd Mack-beth to 


draw together all the Force he cou'd in the Eaſt, 
while he and Bancho made a ſtand with what he 
con'd in haſte gather together; and being too Con- 
fdent in his Men ventur'd, contrary to Bancho's 


Advice, to march againſt Swens, and endeavour to 


drive him to his Ships before he had made too 
firm footing in his Kingdom, as the Danes had 
done in England. He came to a Battle with the 
Norwegians , and was beaten, but not in ſo diſ- 
graceful a Manner, but that he made good his Re- 
treat to Perth; there to attend the arrival of 
Mack-heth; who now being. come near him, at a 
Conſylt betwixt them adyis'd the King to have 
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Recourſe to stratàgems ſince he had met with ſuch 
ill Luck in his Tryal of Force. It was therefore 


propoſed by Maci- beth, that the King ſnou d ſend 


ſome Commiſſioners to Sweno to Treat of a Peace, 
and of the Conditions, that Sweno wou'd be pleas d 
to allow them. That the Commiſſioners ſhou'd 
act ſo as to give the Norwegian Reaſon to think 
the King's Caſe was very deſperate , that ſo he 
might be the more Remiſs in his Diſciphne, and 
taking it for granted , that his Buſineſs was al- 
ready done, make him negligent of the means of 
accompliſhing it. N 
Theſe Meaſures approv'd, I was by Mack-beth 
recommended as a fit Perſon for managing this 
Affair. I took care to diſcharge my Truſt 6 
well as to give full Satisfaction to thoſe, that 
employ'd me. For by my Addreſs I inſpir'd a 
Belief, that the King only waited his Terms for 


an entire ſurrender. His firſt Demand was a ſuf- 


ficient quantity of Wine and Proviſion to ſupply 
his Army, to be furniſh'd ev'ry Day during the 
Treaty, I dcfir'd leave to ſend the King No- 
tice of his Demand; which being known to 
Mack. betb, he took the Hint, and propos'd to the 
King the poiſoning all the Liquor with a ſoporeſe- 
rous Drug, common enough in Scotland, and that 
when the Norwegian Army had had their full 
Doſe the Scots ſhou'd fall on them, and make them 
an eaſy Prey. This was immediately put in Ex- 
ecution, and word was return'd, that the ſupply 
demanded ſhou'd be ſent into the Camp the next 
Day , on Sweno's Parole , that none that brought 
it in ſnou'd ſuffer any injury, but be permitted to 
depart in Security. | 
The Norwegians, after the Fatigue of a long 
Voyage, and that of a Battle, were too fond of 
Refreſhment, to be at all Temperate in ſuch a 
Plenty of good Liquor, fo that they ſoon threw 
N e themſelye; 
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themſelves into the Condition, that we deſir'd. 
And our Army advancing came time enough to 
Cut all their Thragts, except the Kings, and three 
or four more, who had been more temperate,than 
the reſt, who bore off the King, now halt aſleep 
with the Potion, and laying him acroſs a Horſe, 
hurry'd him a Ship-board, ſcarce able to Man 
one ſmall Veſlel with all the Survivers of that 
fatal Day; the other Ships without Mariners fell 
tou] on each other, and were ſunk in the Firth. 

This diſgrace coming to the Ears of Camus, 
he ſends another great Fleet with Men to Re- 
venge the Quarrel of the Norwegians, but Mack- 
beth and Bancho , fall on them aſſoon as landed, 
and cut moſt of them to Pieces, the reſt make a 
precipitate retreat to their Ships, hoiſt their Sails 
and away to Sea, having had enough of Attempts 
on the Scottiſh Coaſts. 

Theſe terrible Defeats to the Norwegians and 
Danes, reſtor d Peace and Security to Scotland, ſo 
that there being nothing now to fear from a- 
broad, they had the more leiſure to take Ad- 
vantage of a weak King, and ſtir up Factions 
at home. This ſucceſs againſt Domeſtick and For- 
reign Enemys gave the Faction of Roſs too much 
Security to ſufter them to obſerve any Meaſures 
of Right or Wrong. They threw aſide their 
Veil of Publick good, and every Man plainly 
drove at his own Gain, and Advancement to Poſts, 
that might yield him that Pront which he 
ſought. 

This Conduct in a little Time bred ill Blood 
in the People, and a Roſſian grew more odious, 
than ever one of Caithneſs had formerly been, 
The Thanes of Caithneſs, Sutherland and Narn, 
had Notice of this State of Affairs, and Thought 
in now Time to return to Court, where the pub- 
lick Grievances made _ for their re · admiſſion 
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to the Ear of the King and Adminiſtration of 
the Publick? Their arrival alarm'd thoſe of Roſy, 
and the ſtruggle begun with great Fury on both 
lides. The publick Complaints gave the Advantage 
to thoſe of Caithaeſs, ſo that they are again re- 
ceiv'd into Favour, and all their Dependants ex. 
alted to Places, but that Inſolence, which always 
made them loſe the Hearts of the People in a lit. 


tle Time, notwithſtanding ali rhe Exorbitances of 


the Faction of X, WhO had the good Breeding, to 
pick your Pocket with an humble Bow, andoppreſt 
you with all the gay Aﬀability in the World, 
but thoſe of Carrbneſs, did it with Inſolence and 
Pride, as if they had a Right to what they did, and 
offer'd you no injury at all, | 
During, theſe Bickerings betwixt theſe Parties, 
now this now that being uppermoſt , Mack-berh 


being one Sommers Evening in his Garden, be- 


neath a ſhady Arbour, was lull'd afleep by the 
chirping of the Birds, and the Murmurs of a 
tumbling Brook, that ran juſt beneath it. He 
bad not becn long aſleep, bet a Viſion appear'd 
to him moſt ſurpriſing, and pleaſing; three Wo- 
men appear'd to him, with Faces ſhining with 
celeſtial Glory, and Garments like the Beams of 
the Sun. The firlt ſalutes him by the Name of 
Thane of Angus; the ſecond by that of Murray, and 
the third by the Title of King of Scotland. I know 
very well, that there is a Story ſpread abroad 
hnce his evil Adminiſtration, that he met three 
Witches in a Foreſt, who vilibly, and by Day- 
Light gave bim thoſe Salutations, but I had it 
from his own Mouth long before, and take the 
Dream to be nothing elſe but the Effet of his 
perpetual I houghts, how to bring that  ambiti- 
ous Deſigu about, and to which his Lady, whoſe 
Soul was nothing but Ambition, pufh'd him on 
inceſſantly. roles . af 
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Notwithſtanding the Power of CP „ 
found both the Popularity and Nobility fo much 
in the Intereſt of Aack-beth, that he ſmother'd 
his former Reſentment, and made it his whole 
Endeavours to gratify bis Ambition, and make 
him his Friend. By his Int'reſt therefore he was 
firſt made Thane of Angi, and afterwards Thane 
of Murray, However, Caithneſs put not ſuch 
Confidence in the Merits of his Services to Macl- 


| beth, as not to have Spies enow about him to give 


him a continual Account of all his Deſigns and 
Actions. " 
At this time you know, Thane of Glamis, that 


there a roſe a third Faction betwixt both, which 


grew extreamly Popular, becauſe the redreſſing 
the Grievances, which came from the other two 
was their Pretence, and [ believe the Deſign of many 
of them. Archibald, Thane of Argyle, was one of 
the Chief of this Party, call'd the Patriots, and 
Mack beth foreſeeing how advantageous it wou'd be 
to him to be at the Head of them, ſoon enter'd 
himſelf in their Liſts, and by Conſequence be- 
came their Head. Many of theſe Gentlemen, e- 
ſpecially your noble Father, my dear Lorn, mov'd 
with a generous Love and Compaſllion for their 
Country, torn to Pieces by Factions (for let which 
ſide ſoever be uppermoſt, Scotland was ſure to be 
a Prey) began to conſider how to put an End to a 
Miſchief, that if not quickly prevented muſt prove 
the Deſtruction of their Country. They found 
the King of ſo Fickle aud Weak a Temper, that 
he had loſt his Reputation and Eſteem with the 
Nobility and People; and ſhow'd ſo littleReſolution, 
that his Declarations never carry'd with them 
any Authority, The Evils were too great for 
Duncan to redreſs ; they wanted a Man of Spirit, 
Bravery and Reſolntion to over-awe and quaſh alt 
the Parties, that had got too great Head for the 
ſafety of Scotland. 7 
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It was no new thing with us to remove one 
King, and ſet up another, as we have judg'd it 


" conducive to the publick Good; and Mankind in- 


decd ſeems to have a Right of doing this on 
juſt Occalions. So that finding no Hopes of Re. 
medy from Duncan, or his Family, they concluded 
to beſtow the Crown on AMack-beth, who was a 
Man of thoſe Parts, that were requiſite to ſo 
great a Worth, in ſo difficalt a Time. 

Caithneſs had ſome blind Intelligence of their 
Deſign, at leaſt had ſuch Account of their Con- 
ſaltations, as comparing it with their Action 
he concluded that they aim'd at dethorning o 
Duncan, and ſetting up Mack-beth or Bacnbo, or 
ſome other Relation of the Crown. He lignity'd 
his Fears to the King, but the Patriots were too 
powerful to be attack d by open Force, and there. 
fore Caithneſs advis'd the King, that ſince the Go- 
vernment of Cumberland was the firſt ſtep to the 
Throne, he ſhou'd cut off their Hopes that way 
by immediately declaring his Son Aalcoln Go- 
vernour of that Province, tho' a Child. The 
King had but two Sons by his Wife, the Daugh- 
ter of Sibert, Duke of Northumberland, this Mal- 


colm was the Eldeſt, and Donald or Duncan, the 


Youngeſt, neither of them capable by their Years 
of a Poſt of that Importance and Dignity. * 
This ſtep gave ſuchan Alarm to the Patriots, 


that they were forc d to have ſeveral Conſulta- 


tions about it. Some wou'd not take the leaſt irre- 
gular Meaſures for obtaining the greateſt Good ; 
but thoſe were but half Patriots; while thoſe 
who were rcfolv'd to put an End to the pub- 
lick Miſeries, were reſolv'd to puſh on their deli- 
very by depoſing of Duncan, and ſetting up of 
/Mack-beth or Bancho, who was alſo thought oa, tho 
not furniſn'd with many Votes in the Cabal. 
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In the mean time AMack-betb grew uneaſy at 
theſe delays, every Day expreſs'd a greater and 
nearer Kindneſs for Banco, till having perſwaded 
him to a Belief, that the Crown might be his 
if Duncan were remov'd; or if it ſhov'd fall to 
Mack-betb by plurality of Voices, yet as he had no 
children, nor likely to have any, Bancho wou'd 
be his Heir and Succeſlour, either in his own Per- 
ſon, or in his Off- Spring. At the ſame time he 
put me on to perſuade Bancho, that the way to 
make the greater Intereſt with the Patriots, was 
to be before-hand with Aack-beth in the di- 
ſpatch of the King ; for as long, as he was alive 
1 Cabal wou'd be very dilatory in their Re- 
ſolves. I perſuaded Mack-beth in the mean time 
to leave the diſpatch of the King wholly to Ban- 
<o, who wou'd get the Odium of that Action, 


the Benefit of which wou'd be altogether his. He 


ſcem'd to allow of my Reaſons: But whether 


puſh'd on by his Lady, or his own Impatience of 


expecting that Golden Round, which already he 


fancy d on his Brow , he ſent a party of Men, 
who joining Bancbo's, and meeting the King on 


the Road to Innerneſs, fell on him from their 
Ambuſh, and having left him and ſome of his 
Train dead, ſeparated without any Purſuit , fo 
odious was the King grown to the People. | 

The News of the King's Death arriving, the 
Nobility aſſembled at Scone , whither Mack-beth 
and Bancho came with the firſt, both in Mourning 
for his Majeſty, and ſhowing in their Faces no lit- 
tle Concern, However they were neither of 
them remiſs in the making their Intereſt, tho? it 
is ſaid, that Bancho made all his for Mack-beth, and 
only ſet up for a Candidate to. prevent any other. 


However that was, it is plain, that 2fact-beth car- 


ry'd the. Point by a very great Majority; and was 
very ſpeedily crown'd King at Scone. 
; | Malcolm 
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Malcolm and Donald, the Children of the unfor. 
tunate Duncan , fled away immediately , Malcolm 
for Cumberland his Government, and Donald to the 
Iſlands. | 

Did I in this, O Glamis! more than you, and 
the reſt of the Patriots, who join'd in the deli. 
very of our Country from the Oppreſſions of 
Factions! Did not Mack-beth anſwer the End for 
which he was ſet upon the Throne ? Did he not 
keep his Word with the Nobility ? It was by 
my Advice, that the firſt Years of his Reign were 
ſo eminent for Juſtice and good Policy, that few 
Kings have excelPd him. Seneca cou'd not reſtrain 
the Nature of Nero above five Vears, did in great 
Meaſure that of Mack-beth for ten. Wou'd yon 
accuſe Seneca for the Evils that Nero did after he 
had deſerted his Counſel? That wou'd be In. 
juſtice. | | 
But I confeſs, that I did not ſuffer like Serecy 
for a Zeal for the publick, I confeſs my Weak- 
neſs, I did not oppoſe the wild and barbarous Will 
of my Prince, and my Friend, with that warmth, 
that I ought to have done; I have had I own 
more regard to the Advantage of his Friendſhip, 
than to that publick good, which ſer him on the 
Throne. But then I knew. all Endeavours that 
way had been to no purpoſe, and con'd only pro- 
duce my Ruin without any Advantage to the Pob- 
lick, as will appear when I come to an Account 
of his laſt ſeven Years; and then I hope yon will ſee 
that tho' my Favour with Aack-beth, made me 
obnoxious to the Malecontents, yet that I turn'd 
that Favour to the Service of ſome when it was 
any way in my Power. 

W hen he was got on the Throne he endeayour'd 
to fix himſelf by frequent and ſignal Honours done 
the Nobility, and Gifrs which were anſwerable 
to their Services to him and the Pyblick, He 
* charmd 
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charm'd the People by a due Adminiſtration of 


Juſtice, which the late Reign had depriv'd 


them of the Benefit of, and a real Severity, which 
ſoon reclaim'd the wild Multitude from their 
irregular ways. The Remiſneſs of the Govern- 
ment under Duncan, had given Riſe to Robbers, 
and Highway-Men to that degree, that People 
liv'd as if there were perpetual Incurſions of an 
Enemy in the Country; no Man being fate on the 
Road, or ſo much indeed as in his own Houſe or 
Caſtle; whole Bands of them ſurrounding, nay 
openly beſieging them in the Day-time. 

This was an Evil as bad as War, and there- 
fore to be remoy'd by a Prince of any common Pru- 
dence, But theſe Robbers were grown ſo nu- 
merous, that to attack them by plain Force might 


prove the Work of Time, and the loſs of the Lives 


of many Good Subjects. Mack-Beth, therefore laid 
a Stratagem to do it all at once. His Money 
eaſily found admiſſion among the Sons of Rapin, 
and corrupted ſome to betray the reſt; it was 
given out, that there was a great Cargo of Trea- 


ſure coming out of the North; but defended by 


a Numerous Guard; the Creatures of /Mack-Beth 


perſuaded the Attempt with all their whole Force, 
as it paſs'd through the Blair of Athol, by that 


means not only to enrich themſelves, but ev'n 
diſable the King in his Endeavours of their Sup- 
preſſion, Money being the Nerves of War. 
Mack-Betb had taken care to diſperſe his Army 
on ſeveral ſides of the Blair, with Orders all to 
March together on ſuch a Signal given. The 
Bait was come into the Plain, the Thieves engag d 
with the Guard, whence the King's Forces ad- 


vancd on ev'ry ſide, and hem'd in the Robbers; 


ſo that the greater Part ſurrender'd at Diſcre- 

tion, and the Obſtinate were ſoon cut to pieces, 

and ſo put an end to that plague of the LO yy 
whic 
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which had reign'd a long while. This gave the 
new King no ſmall Reputation among the P 
while by his Benefit, they find they cou'd non 
ſafely lit under their own Vines, and enjoy the 
Fruit of their own Labours, without having n 
raviſh'd from them by ſuch lawleſs Outrages. 

Bur there ſtil] remain'd the grand Evil, whid 
had been the ſource of the former; and that vn 
the Factions of Roſs and Caithneſs, who now de. 
gan to ſtruggle who ſhon'd engroſs the Ear d 
the New King; each pretending the Merit d 
ſeating him on the Throne. Byt Meack-Beth wy 
not a Man to be under Tutelage, and therefor; 
naturally hated both Parties, and reſolv'd on their 
Extirpation. He declar'd there ſhou'd be an en 
of all Parties, for no Man ſnou'd have favon 
trom the Crown, but by his own particular Deſert, 
and thoſe be entirely rejected who diſtinguiſh 
themſelves by the Names of either Faction. Nor 
was his Declaration like thoſe of Duncan, meet 
Words without Meaning, for he punctually obſery' 
whatever he had determin'd. 55 

This put both Parties into a Rage, and that { 
extraordinary, that they both join'd together, 
with a Reſolution, to ſet up young Malcolm, of 
if he refus'd it, any one elſe whom they cov 
manage better, than they found they cou'd Mak 
Beth. To this Purpoſe the Thane of Roſs, Caith 
neſs, Sutherland, and Narn retir'd to the Country, 
and there, according to their Turbulent Nature, 
ſet all-in a Flame. Loyalty to the true Heir d 
the Crown was their Pretence, and the putting 
an end to the Scandal of an Uſurpation, which 
muſt end in the Ruin of the Nobility. 

Theſe Pretences drew in ſome, but the love 
of Fiſhing in a troubled Stream, many more, who 
had been too long us'd to Rapine to be pleasd 
with a Legal Eſtabliſhment, where Right only 
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was to prevail, and Oppreſſion to be deſtroy d. The 
Thanes were Men of great Eſtates, and had a nume- 
rous Vaſſalage that depended upon them, which 
enabled them to bring into the Field a formi- 
dable Power. But Mack-Beth was not remiſs and 
idle in this Conjnucture, but Muſtering vp a Force 
ſofficient to curb the Rebels, making the Thane of 
Argyle, Lieutenant General under himſelf, march'd 
directly to the Foe, The Leaders of the Enemy 
were a little ſurpris'd at the Readineſs of the 
King, and ſo reſolv'd not to delay a moment 
falling on him, for fear that their Party ſhou'd 
by his Stratagems, and Endeavours, fall from them, 
and their nnjuſtifable undertaking. They March 
therefore to ſcek out the King's Forces, which 
yet were not all join d. The Thane of Argyle was 
advanced a Days March before the grand Army 
with about four Thouſand Men, Horſe and Foot, 


but on receiving Advice of the Enemies Approach, 


he made Halt tor the King to come up to him. 
But before they cou'd join, the Faction fell on 
him; but he maintain'd his Ground fo well, that 
they gave no way till the main Body join'd, and 
with that united Force ſoon put an end to the 
Debate. A miſerable Carnage enſu'd, the Thanes 
were all taken Priſoners, and carry'd to Scone, 
and the Common People, by my Advice, much 

better ſpar'd, than they were in the Iſle of Skie. 
Mack-Beth and hisFriends return'd in Triumph, ha- 
ving perfetly ſettled the Country, where theſe 
Commotions had been. And now the Debate came 
on what ſhou'd be done to the Ring - leaders of all 
theſe Diſturbances. Perpetual Impriſonment was the 
general Cenfure; and few of the Lords of his 
Council were for putting ſo many Noblemen to 
a Capital Puniſhment. This Advice did not then 
reliſh the Opinion of the King ; and much leſs 
when he had conſulted the Queen, who was al- 
j ways 


The Secret Hiſtory 
ways for violent Courſes, and now warmly de. 
clar'd for the Execution of them all, tho? het 


own Brother, the Thane of Roſs, was of that Num- 


ber. However, | believe, my ſelf, the Thane of 
Argyle, and you, my Lord of Glamis, had prevail'd, 
had not, at that very Moment, News come of the 
Riſing of Mac-gild, the moſt powerful Perſon of 
Galloway. This put an end to the diſpute, and 
immediate Orders were given for the beheading 
the Thane of Roſs, Caithneſs, Sutherland, and 
Darn. 4 

This Execution was ſcarce over when the King 
drew his Forces down to Galloway, and after many 
Skirmiſhes, in which he generally wds worſted, 


he came to an Engagement with the Main Army 


of Mac-gild, and gave him a compleat overthroy, 


and took him Priſoner, and not ſtaying for any for- 


mal Tryal, by Law of Arms Commanded his 
Head to be ſtruck off on the ſpot. , 
By bis Succeſs, and this Severity, he quaſh'd all 


the Turbulent Spirits of the Time, and eſtabliſh'd 


that Peace, which at firſt he improv'd by making 
many good and wholeſome Laws, and thoſe in- 
deed morg numerous, and more uſeful, than any 

Prince before him. 2 IF 
By theſe Arts, and this Conduct he fix'd him- 
ſelf in the Love of the Nobility, and People; 
and Scotland tor ſome Years enjoy'd that happy 
Tranquility, it had got taſted in many Years 

before. 2 8 

All Obſtacles being remov'd, which kept awake 
the ſtirring Temper of AMack-Beth; he began to 
give way to that Amorous Inclination, which 
Hurry, and Ambition, and Buſineſs had along 
while lull'd atleep. The Queen was a Woman, 
that took ſo little Delight in the Conjugal Em- 
races, that ſhe had an utter Averſion to Man in 
that particular; and the better to engroſs her 
 principa! 
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principal Delight, the governing of the Nation, 


the took care to amuſe her Husband with the 
Chace of ſome Ladies of the Court, while ſhe 
drew the Diſpatch of all Affairs of State into 
her own Hands. $ | 
As ſhe was Ambitious, ſo ſhe was extreamly 
Jealous of her Power, and mortally hated any 
one, that cou'd give her the leaſt Cauſe of Su- 
ſpicion. She remember'd that Bancho had appear'd 
a Competitor with her Husband, and had for 
that Reaſon a vigilant Eye over him. Her Spies 
had told her that ſome Gyp/tes had aſſur'd Bancho; 
on enquiring his Fortune, that his Poſterity ſhou'd 
be Kings of Scotland, and keep Poſſeſſion of the 
Throne, as long as the Nation remain'd. This 
tho an idle Story, was ſufficient. to alarm a Wo- 
man of her Temper, who from that Time was 
contriving how ſhe ſhou'd engage the King to take 
him off, and his only Son Fleans, which wou'd be 
an effectual Defeat of the Prophecy. She was 
apprehenſive, that the Story of the Gyp/;es wou'd 
ſcarce be of Force enough to raiſe a Jealonſie in 
Mack-Beth, a Man of whoſe Fidelity and Friend- 
ſhip he had had ſuch experience. Her only 
way therefore, was to make a Breach betwixt 
them, which wow'd make way for thoſe Inſinu- 
ations ſhe had a mind to make to his Prejudice: 
After much ſtudy, Accident furniſh'd the Means: 
About this Time came to Court a Beautiful young 
Lady, that was half Siſter to Bancho, tho' of as 
few Years as his own Son Fleans. She was com- 
mitted to the Care of her Brother, and his Wife, 
who was very intimate with the Queen. This 
young Lady by her was brought to kiſs the 
Queens Hand, and offer her Service. The Queen 
prais d her Beauty, and having heard who ſhe 
was, immediately reſolv'd to make her the Engine 
of her Deſign. She was very ſenſible of the 
| |" Amorons 


The Secret Hiſtory 


Amorous Temper of Mack-Beth, and was ſo we 
pleas d with it, that ſhe always indulg'd, nor 
ever gave him any Interruption of his Amour, 
but on the Contrary, if they depended on her, 
perpetually promoted them, fince as long as the 
King minded his Pleaſures, ſhe enjoy'd hers of the 
chief Adminiſtration. | 

The firſt Opportunity ſhe had alone with the 
King, ſhe took care to ſerve him with ſuch a De. 
ſcription of this Young Lady, that cou'd not fail 
of the delir'd Effect. When ſhe had done thy, 
ſhe took care to ſhew her to the beſt Advantage, 
ſo that by her Beauty, and her Converſation, 
which was ſprightly, ſhe made an entire Conqueſt 
of the Heart of Macl-Beth. His other Amonrs 
were nothing but Games of Pleaſure ; containing 
nothing difficult, few Ladies thinking it any 
Wrong to their Virtue, to take a King to their 
Arms. But Jnetta (tor that was her Name) had 
brought that Modeſty, and Principle to Court 
that cou'd not eaſily be corrupted. She was about 
Nineteen Years of Age, and had had fo Noble an 
Education, that ſhe might juſtly be reckon'd among 


the Learned Women. She was, beſides, in her 


Temper, more inclinable to Ambition, than Love; 
and tho” ſhe wou'd not have been diſpleas'd to have 
been the Wife of Mack-beth, yet (he cou'd not 
think it agreeable to her Greatneſs, to be his 
Whore. N 

The King made ſome little Advances, to try 
her, ſometimes, but ſoon found her of a different 
Reliſh from the reſt of the Court Ladies; which 
made him ſtil} more in Love, and deſirous of vat- 


quiſhing a Difficulty, he had not yet met with in 


all his amorous Aflairs. The Queen was pleasd 
to ſee her Plot take ſo well, but was unſatisfy'd, 
that the King's Deſires were not more Violent; 
ſhe therefore told him that ſhe wou'd pleaſe = 
WI 


* 
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with a Sight, that wou'd give him a great deal 
of Pleaſure, if he cou'd bear it with any Modera- 
tion. She ſaid ſhe was ſenſible of his Inclinations 
for Inctta, and that ſhe approv'd them, as wor- 
thily plac'd, bot that it became not a King to 
ſuffer a Repulſe from the Pride of a fooliſh Girl, 
2s long as he had Power and Force to accompliſh 
his Wiſhes. Jnetre, ſaid ſhe, you have ſech yet 
bot by halves, over the Door of the Bath you 
know there is a little Inlet of Light, whence you 
may ſee all her Perfections of Perſon undiſcover'd, 
and then you'll be convincd that ſhe is a Prize 
worth the taking. This Morning J intend to take 
her in with me, be you at your Poſt at the Honr. 

The King was transported at the Thought, 
and the Queen was as good as her Word, Inetta 
Innocently appearing to the View of the King as 


naked as ſhe was born. I have heard him in Rap- 


tures, give a Neſcription of her Form, anda good 
Painter might take a Venus from the Draught he 
gave of her. If he was in Love before, he was 
pow almoſt raving; Company was diſguſttul. ro 
him, and 1 only was admitted to the Secret of his 
Diſturbance ; I aſſure you, my Lords, I did what 
lay in my Power todivert him from a Courſe; that 
muſt be ſo injurious to his Reputation, and In- 
tereſt; but I might as well have preach'd to the 
Winds, Love had engroſs'd him, and nothing but 
the ſatisfaction of his Deſires cou'd give him any 
Temper. This being evident, and loving the Man 
more, than the King, I advis'd him to try fair 
means; that few Women cou'd withſtand oppor- 
tunity, and the Charms of Royalty in their A- 
dorer. That Aſſiduity might do much, while 
Force gave but half enjoyment; and expos d him 
to the Revenge of Bancho, who being of the 
Blood, ang a Man of high Spirit, wou'd take no 
Atonement far ſuch a Diſtonour. * 
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beyond my ſelf , for my Life muſt quickly terminate, 
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Mack. Beth ſeem'd ſatisfyd with my Advice; 
and finding Inetta alone, fell into Diſcourſe 
with her; the Queen very decently leaves the 


Chamber, as on ſome ſuddain Buſineſs, while 
they were very carneſt in ſome Diſpute. For 


ſhe with ſome Heat defended the Honour of Wo. 
man, which he maintain'd to be only a Uſeſul 
Word to cover her Pleaſures. But the Queen 
being gone, the King taking hold of her Hand 
fell down on his Knees by her, and caſting his 
Eyes, full of Love, and burning deſire on Inetta, 
thus deliver'd himſelf to her. —— Alat, moſt 
Charming of thy Sex, doſt thou know, that thoſe Eyes 
of thine bave made thy King the moſt miſerable Wretch 
in the World, Tes, Inetta, I Love you, and Love you 


wleſs you will give me Leave to hope, that 1 fal 
not always ſigh in vain. San 

At that he claſp'd her Hand hard, and preſs'd 
it with ardent Kiſſes, thence roſe to her Lips, 
and amidſt a thonſand ſtruggles raviſh'd, as many 
Kiſſes without giving her leave to ſpeak a Word, 
But diſengaging her ſelf from him, ſhe was run- 
ning, out of the Room, but that the Queen im- 
mediately enter'd, and ſeeing his Confuſion, ask d 
what was the Matter. Nothing, my dear, (reply d 


the King) but that / have been robbing the fine Lin 


of Inetta of ſome Kiſſes , which ſhe had no mind to 
part with to me. She thinks me too Old for ſucb 
Favours. Inetta ( return'd the Queen) « but 4 
Toung Courtier, elſe ſhe wou'd not think the Kiſſes o 
a King coud be diſguſtful; eſpecially when ſo in- 
nocent as yours, my Lord, a little Platonick Love a- 
ny Lady might allow a King without injury to ber 
Honour, All other. Love ( aſſum'd Mack-beth ) is 
your due, my Queen; but that is what I'm confident 


you will not deny me, nor Inetta refuſe ſo harmk/s 
an Amulement, h 


J 
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7 ds not love to play with a Flame (ſaid Inetta) 
which tho” perhaps in it ſelf innocent, will not be 
d on ſo by bebolders. The King's Platonick Ad. 
treſſes I ſhall not preſume to Cenſure; yet I muſt 
hahe that Regard to my own Reputation as to retire 
from the Court, unleſs I can be aſſur'd of being free 
from them, The Honour I bade of being related to 
the King, ought to inſpire me with a Caution of do- 
ing nothing Derogatory to my high Blood. And if 1 
admit the Love of a King, it be of one, tbat 
can make me a Queen. 

The Queen applauded her Reſolution, but was 
ſhock with the Concluſion of her Diſcourſe, leaſt 
th WF the Fire ſhe had rais'd ſhou'd turn to her Ruin, 
You for what might not a Man do ſo deſperately in 
be, Love, to enjoy the Perſon he lov'd on any Terms; 
al © thc therefore reſolv'd to get a ſpeedy Enjoyment 
for the King, tho' ſhe acted a Part in the Play, 
'd IF which did not at all become her. She advis'd the 
„King to have a few Days Patience, and ſhe wou'd 
fad a way of ſatisfying his Deſires in ſpight of 
d. the froward Virgins Averſion. 

" In the mean Time the King was extremely pen- 
'- W five and melancholy, nothing cou'd pleaſe him or 
d give him any Mirth. Bancho, and he were toge- 
- ther in the Palace Garden; and after ſome time 
PB Zarcho preſs'd him hard to know the Cauſe of 
bis Melancholy; the King wot'd by no means be 
brought to declare it; till by his Importunity 
wore out, he ask'd him, what he woud do to re- 
move it, when he knew the Cauſe. Bancho little 
ſuſpecting what was to come, aſſur d him, that 


Temper he ſhou'd command it. Well then, my 
Friend Bancho, (ſaid the King) you muſt know, that 
it is in your Power alone to give me that Relief, which 
you now ſeem ſo zealous to beſtow upon me; nor is it 
| ſo dear as to coſt you your Life, it may be ſo done 
h D 3 at 


if his very Life wou'd reſtore him to his uſual 
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ri if I do not enjoy ber. 
niſh'd at this Diſcovery, and for ſome Moment; 
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at a much cbeaper Rate; tho I fear ſo dear to thy; 


you will ſcarce be ſo good as your Word, Bark 


ſtil] not reflecting on the true Cauſe, was prodigy] 
in his Aſſurances, nor vou'd deſiſt till Mack- Beth 
had declar'd the whole Matter to him. 

J have a ſirange Confidence in your Friendſhip a 
Love ( reply'd The King, ) nothing elſe cou'd wreſ 
the ſecret from me. Know therefore , that am n 


Love, and in Love with your Siſter, and muſt pe. 
Bancho was quite aſto. 


utter'd not a Word. At laſt. I muſt confeſi ſaid 
he) J little thought the thunder wou'd fall there. | 


cowd willingly Sacrifice my Life to your Repoſe, bu 


not my Honour; you wou'd not have me proſtitute 


a Virgin of my own Blood to your Luft, you bav: 
not ſo mean an Opinion of my //ittue. Rancho (ſaid 
the King) I know thy Virtue in the Purſuit of We. 
king, What Tyes of Religion or Honour didf 
thou ever obſerve in thoſe Affairs? Your Languag: 
1 to be that Woman diſſolv d all other Conſiderats- 
ons, yet now you prefer that Trifte to tbe Life of 
our Ning and your Friend. 

1 grant ( reply'd Bancho) that I have been 


| Latitudinarian in Love, but now it touches my ſelf 
1 find my Error; yet ] was never fo unreaſonable, az 


19 deſire the Brother to Pimp for me to Ins Siſter ;, nay, 
I always took Care to conceal my Intentions from all, 
whoſe mtereſt it mas to prevent my Pleaſure, and 
know no F * or Duty that compels me to ſo 
vile an Office, 

Now bad my Caſe been what J pretended (aid 
the King) I find I ſhud have found no Complai- 
ſance to any Folly in you. But to tell you the Truth, 
that which chiefly troubles me is, that ] have 0 Chil 
aren to whom I may convey this Digrity 1 have 


bain'd; and that the People are always uneaſy about a 


One cre flour in a harren 1 How, therefore, to 
| ; prevent 


of Mack-Beth. 
event this bas puzI'd me along Tini; and I can. 
not yet tell wha: Courſe to take in the Matter, I hæve 
bad Thoughts of putting ſome other into my Bed to 
ſupply my Place, perhaps Change might accompliſh 
— my conſt ant Toil cannot effect. But then, wbom to 
Chooſe as much confounds me; it muſt be a Friend, 
or be is not to be truſted in an Affair of that im 
portance, And ſuch a Friend 1 bave not unleſs you 
vd comply with my deſire; for with you it mipbt 
prove effetiual and ſecret, with anztber perhaps neither. 
5 was as much ſurprizd at this Propoſal 
25 the former, nor cou'd tell what to ſay to the 
King, who ſpoke | in ſo ſerious an Air to him. 
Lird (ſaid he) you ſeem to amuſe me with Paradoxes ; 
and the beſt way ] can interpret them it, that you have a 
Mind to drvert your ſelf at my Expence ; but no 
Matter if this remove but your Melancholy. The 
King cou'd not perſuade him that he was in ear- 
neſt, and ſo putting it off with ſome other Di 
courſe they parted. «© 
Bancho was alarm'd about his Siſter, and tho! 
A lacl- beth had put it off with ſo Lame an excuſe, 
yet he was affraid, that there was ſomething in 
it. He therefore examines her nicely, and finds, 
that the King had told her his Paſſion , but turn'd 
it off to the Queen, as a Platonick Addreſs. 'Tis 


therefore, reſolv'd betwixt them, that ſhe. ſhou'd 


retire from Courc by the firſt Opportunity, and 
that without any Notice till the Day of her go- 
in 

| his Diſcourſe was not ſo Secret, but it was 
overheard and carry'd to the Queen, who had per- 
petual Spies about them both. She told it the King, 
who in return told her all, that had paſt betwixt 
him and Bancho. Tho I can't approve of your Pro- 
poſal to Bancho of a thing of that Nature (ſaid the 
Queen) wha looks on bimſelf as your Heir, and bas 
already given out Prophecies of it; yet ff you can 
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purſue the Hint, and work bim up to the undertaking, 
I will ſecure him from ever giving you any trouble; 
but Care muſt be taken of Toung Fleans likewiſe, for 
my Mind cannot be at reſt till the whole Family is 
remov d; for till then you are not ſecure on the Throne, 
The Night, that is effected, I'll take Care you ſhall le 
admitted to the Bed of lpvetta, where you may compleat 
tbe Ruin of tbat odious Family, that will be a perpetual 
ce of our Fears, | 

Mack-betb ym the Queen's Advice, being 
really alarm'd with an Apprehenſon of Banchs, 
both in his Love and his Power, He conſider'd, 
that he wou'd be a perpetual Curb to him, if 
he ſhov'd think fit to indulge his Paſſions, and go 
a little out of the way in their Gratification. 
That he was popular, both among the Nobility 
and People, and a Man of a daring Spirit, that 
might eaſily be wrought on to purſue: the ſame 
track with him, as they both had done with 
Duncan. He found it therefore no ill Policy to 
begin firſt and ſecure himſelf by deſtroying: him. 
But he had a further Rage againſt him, for deſiga- 
ing to rob him of his Miſtreſs, by ſeading away 
bis Siſter without any Warning. MITE 
He therefore ſent for Bancho into his Cloſet, 
and began the ſame Diſcourſe he had ſo lately 
amuſed him with, giving him this Aſſurance, 
that he had conſulted the Queen, and that ſhe 
wou'd approve of no other Perſon, conjur'd him by 
Friendſhip,and all other Motives to the Perfor mance 
of ſo impious a deed, and fo injurious to his own 
Pretences of ſucceeding to the Throne, However, 
Mack-beth manag'd the Matter with that Addreſs, 
that he cou'd not avoid complying but by telling 
him it was directly againſt his Intreſt, that the 
Queen ſhou'd have a Child, and that he might rea- 
ſonably imagine might raiſe a jealouſie in Mack-beth, 
ſince theye are few Princes but are eaſily wrougbt 
Pe into 
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into aSufpicion of their Succeſſours, Bancho therefore 
yields to the earneſt Entreaties of the King; who 

omiſes to carry him to the Bed-Chamber him- 
elf and ſee him in Bed. The Bed is appointed, 
Bachno and his Siſter are invited to Supper that E- 
rening; the Queen puts on a more, than ordi- 
nary Gaity, and the King lays aſide thar Moroſe 
Countenance , which had ſo long Uſurpt upon 
him. Muſick, Mirth , and Pleaſure waſted the 
Evening, till the Ladies withdrew, and waited on 
the Queen to Bed; where leaving her, Inetta was 
conducted to her Appartment to be Bedfellow to 
one of the Maids of Honour, who was already 
prepar d for the miſchief by both King and 


Queen. 


This Appartment was the moſt remote from 
the- Royal Bed - Chamber, on purpoſe to 
be out of the Noiſe, that wou'd ſoon be in the 


| Palace. "Mack - beth diſmiſſing the Company, 


conducted Bancho to his Lodging, and leaves him 
there to undreſs, then comes alone, and Con- 
docs him in his Gown to the Queen's Bed-ſide 
where he leaves him, and goes to Bed in a 
Room not far diſtant. The Queen lies, as aſleep, 
2nd admits him into the Bed ; but when now he 
turn'd himſelf to her with Kiſſes and Careſſes to 
perform the Duty he came about, with a Dagger 
ſhe had * te , ſhe ſtab'd him to the Heart, 
and cry'd out in ſo violent a Manner, that the La- 
dies. and Guard enter'd the Chamber, and found 
_ in the Royal-Bed all welt'ring in his own 

ore. 

The Queen all in a fright juſt got from her 


bed in her Night Gown lets the Company know, 


that returning from the King's Bed to her own, 
ihe was no ſooner compos'd to reſt , but ſhe felt 
2 Man come to Bed to her, and ſpeaking ro him 


as her Hugband, he anſwer d nothing, but Nun, 
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The Secret Hiſtory 


ed to Rudneſs; which ſhe reſiſting, and offer. 
ing to cry out, he ſtopt her Mouth, and aſſur'd 
her he was a Lover, that cou'd no longer liye 
without this Happineſs, which he was reſoly'4 
to take by Force, if I immediately wou'd not 


yield; and that he had his Friends ready to ſe. 


cure his Eſcape; at which, ſaid ſhe, caught thy 
Dagger, which always lies by me in the Night tine, 

fruck bim to the Heart, as the only way to ſe. 
cure my ſelf from 4 Rape ſo diſhonourable to the Roy 
Name 


Mack-beth by this Time, and all the Court were 
come into the Chamber ; he pretends the laſt ſur. 
prize, and cou'd not ſatisfy himſelf but that all were 
miſtaken, ſince his Friendſhip for Bancho cou'd ne- 
ver let ſuch a Thought enter his Boſom. Naj 
he ſhed ſome Tears at his Loſs, and order'd his 
Body to be carry'd into his Appartment till the 
next Morning, when the Cauſe ſhou'd be heard bj 
the whole Council. So he diſmiſs'd them all, and 
he and the Queen retir'd to their Lodgings from 
whence he came. 

Now all was ſilent, and Mack-beth takes a Can- 


dle and goes to the Lodgings were Inetta and 


the Maid of Honour were in Bed. She told hin 
ſhe had ſo far prepar'd her, as to give her: 
Doſe, which wou'd not eaſily be remov'd by all 
his Efforts, at leaſt before he had found the Re- 
ward of his Labour. Then ſhe retir'd to a Pal. 
let-Bed in the next Room, and AMack-beth throw. 
ing off his Gown enter d that of the Unfortu- 
nate Inetta. He found her faſt aſleep, and throw- 
ing off the Cloaths ſoon Attempts his Satisfacti- 
on. He had now been ſometimes as happy as no 
Reſiſtance con'd make him, but unſatisfy'd ſtil 
with ſo imperfe& a Bliſs, he long'd for a com- 
pleat Enjoyment of what ſhe ſhou'd be as ſenſible of 
as he. So repgating his Pleaſure, he at laſt begun 

| | | to 


of Mack-Beth. 


to ſtir , and rouſe from her deep, and double 


Sleep, and by his Eager Embraces Wak'd in the 
midſt of Fruition; ſhe leapt from his Arms and 
cry'd out with all her Force, but in vain; he 
rſues her, brings her back to the Bed, tells her 
he now ſtruggles in vain for what is paſt Re- 
demption, ſince the jewel ſhe valu'd was already 
in his Poſſeſſion; that ſhe now wou'd be only an 
Enemy to her ſelf to loſe that Pleaſure ſhe might 
enjoy without her own Conſent, All he Lad 
was to no purpoſe, ſhe avow'd her Inn 
vow'd Revenge and abſolutely deny'd all Com- 
pliance. But the Place and her Condition, com- 

I'd her to ſuffer freſh Violences from him, till 
Riisted with Pleaſure, and check d perhaps with 
ſome Remorſe, and threatning her on any diſco- 
very of what was paſt, ſo left her, and return'd 
to the Queen, who was now up looking over 
ſome Papers, and preparing Matters to improve 
this Plot of Bancho, and with whom ſo ever ſhe 
thought might be a Curb on her Exorbitant 
Deſires of Arbitrary Power. 

The Morning came on, the Council is ſum- 
mon'd, and the whole Matter laid down before 
them, with all the heightening Aggravation, that 
Malice cou'd invent. The Fact was ſo plain, 
that the Council was confounded, and cou'd not 


help condemning the dead Bancho to Infamy. But 


out of a falſe Mercy, the Queen, and the King for- 
gave any Indignity to his Body, which was then 
honourably interr'd. 

The Noble Thane of Argyle, was a Relation of 
the Mother of Inetta, and a Man of that perfect 
Honour , that ſhe reſolv'd to tell him the ſtory, 
and conjectures, that her Brother fell by Treachery. 
The Thane infinitely ſurpriz'd and enrag'd at the 
Indignity, was reſolv'd on Revenge, and drew 
into his Party all the honeſt Patriots _ 
Eo rec | wh 
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The Secret Hiſtory 


whom, my Lord of Glamis, you were one. Bue 
the Court Spies ſoon gave Information of all 
your Conſults, which gave no ſmall alarm to the 
King and the Queen ; to whoſe Debates I only was 
admitted. The Queen told him, that there was 
no ſecurity for him as long as he left one Man 
of Power in Scotland; fince they, as often as they 
pleas'd cou'd advance, and dethrone whom they 


pleas'd. That it was plain from this preſent 


Conſpiracy , that they wou'd never be quiet on 
ev'ry Pretence of Diſcontent. That he now had 
an Opportunity of riding his Hands of ſo ma- 
gy at once, which eaſily might be accus'd of Con- 
federacy with Bancho in his deſtin'd eſcape, and 
ſuch Proofs of their preſent Conſultations, as 
might colour the Execution. I did what I con'd 
to mollify her Majeſty, but to no purpoſe, and 
indeed I did believe that Muck-beth was not ſafe 
if you were not apprehended. 

The Orders were immediately iſſu'd out, and 
ſeveral taken up, none but your ſelf, and Argyle 
eſcaping to your Country Seats. The reſt you 
know were executed after a formal Tryal. But 
Fleans got away the Morning he heard of his Fa- 
ther's Murther. Then the Young Lorn, was not 


tar from home at an Aunts, and fo was immedi- 


ately feiz'd and committed to my Cuſtedy, and 2 
Meſſenger diſpatch'd to his Father, that unleſs he 
return'd to Court, on the King's Parole for his 
ſafety in anſwering to his Accuſation, his Son 
ſhou'd be a Sacrifice to his Abſence. The pious 
Father to ſave his Son return'd in a few Days, 
but was immediately clapt up into Priſon. I 
was deputed to examine him in Priſon, and to 
get what I cou'd out of him, in order to his 
Procels. ; 


There 


of Mack-Beth. 

There had been an old Friendſhip betwixt us. 
| told him, that | was ſorry to be an Agent in 
ſo deteſtable a Matter, but wou'd do him all the 
Service 1 was able. That he muſt certainly 
expect to fall in publick or private. That all 
| cou'd do was to perſuade the King to the la- 
ter, that then I might have the means of ſe- 
curing him a flight, on this Condition, that in 
return he ſhould confine himſelf to my Caſtle in 
lla, till better Days offer'd; leaſt ſnou d he ap- 


pear any where elſe I might ſuffer in his Room. 


And ſo his Son wou'd want my Protection, by 
which 1 had hopes of preſerving him in my Cu- 


ſtody. I return'd to the King, told him, I cou'd 
diſcover little from his Words but his Belief. 


that he had raviſh'd Inetta (who was ſince retir'd 
to a Monaſtry atteſting that Truth) and Murder'd 
Banchs, But I adviſed him if he thought of put- 
ting him to Death, he had beſt to conſider of 
the beſt and ſafeſt way. He ſeem'd to me too 
popular a Man to be executed publickly,cv'n if he 
were evidently convicted, ſince he would certain- 
ly declare all he knew of Inetia, and his ſuſpi- 
cions of Bancho's foul Play. But that he had 
better order him to be privately kill'd, and 


give it out that he had murder'd himſelf; that 


the Gare of the Execution ſhou'd be mine, if he 
pleas'd and cou'd confide in me. 
He was pleas'd with the Advice, and conſul- 


ting the Queen , found my Reaſons of Force e- 


nough with her to bring her to my Opinion ; and 
both agreed, that I was the fitteſt Man to take 
care of the Buſincſs ; without doubt believing, 


when | had thus ſhar'd their Guilt, I ſhou'd be 


the more firm to their Deſigns. 
I had a Servant I cou'd confide in, and diſ- 
guiſing the Thane, 1 committed him to his Charge, 


to convey to Ii, while taking a Malefactor in the 


Priſon, 


61 
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The Secret Hiſtory 
Priſon, 1 order'd his Throat to be Cut, and 


his Face extreamly mangl'd. He was much of 


the ſize of the Thane ,, and ſo eaſily deceiv'd the 
King when he came to ſee him in that Condi. 
tion, He order'd him private Burial, and gave 
it out, that in deſpair he had Cut his own Throat. 
But, my deareſt Lory, thy Father is yet alive, and 
if you can diſpatch a Ship to Ja, 1 will give 
you ſuch a Token as ſhall bring him ſafe to 

ou. | | 
: I pardon all thy Roguery (interrupted the Than: 
of Glamis) for this one only good deed in preſervi 
the moſt noble and braveſt Man in Scotland. 
wou'd you conceal this Happineſs ſo long (purſu'd Lorn) 
from me, whom it ſo much concern d. How wo d 
my Love for Eugenia have exceeded all Meaſure 
had I known, that I bad ow'd my Father's Life 10 
you, as well as my own. wm 

I muſt tel] yon, my dear Youth, I did not think 
fit to tell any one of it, my Wife never knew it to 
her Death, nor was my Daughter admitted to x 
Secret on which my Life and ſafety depended. 
But to proceed in my Story—— This Action fo 
engag'd the Tyrant (for ſo he was now become) 
that he declar'd me Thane of Angus, a Title till 
then ſeldom ſeen out of the Royal Blood. I eaſily 
afterwards perſuaded him to give the Young Lern 
to me, that being bred up under my Direction, 
F might ſecure him a Friend of a Man of ſuch 
Power. That however, | cou'd have a watch- 
ful Eye over him, that he made not his Eſcape. 
TI prevail'd as far as | cou'd hope from his Jealouſie, 
which was that he ſhou'd remain my Priſoner 
confin'd to my Houſe, and that if ever he was 
ſeen without the Bounds of that, I ſhou'd for- 
feit his Favour, and Lorn his Life: 


i 
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of Mack - Beth. 6 
d This oblig'd me to a ſtrict obſervance of your 
of Confinement; but whether I us'd you well, al- 
\e low ing for that, or omitted any thing to render 
i. Four Captivity eaſie, I appeal to your ſelf, Lors 
e having aſſur'd the Company of his uſage, the 
t nate of Angus purſu'd bis Diſcourſe in this 
d manner. | 
7e On theſe Barbarous Murthers all the Nobility 
o forſook the Court, and left it to a Band of Cut- 
Throats, and Sycophants, who were plyant to all 
„ their Princes deſires, and who inſtead of ſoftn- 
ing his wild Temper, rather prompted him to 
0 more Miſchief, becauſe they reap'd the Benefit 
1) ot his Villainies. This Retreat of the Nobility 
4 added Fewel to his Fire, and made him ſeek all 
't occaſions of putting his Wifes Advice in Execu- 
to tion, by deſtroying the Nobles on any Pretence, 
and Confiſcating their Eſtates, which went to the 
maintaining that Band of Debauchees about him, 
0 whom he call'd his Guard. As they were the 
3 Inſtruments of his Luſt, and Bloody Murthers, fo 
] he indulg'd them in all, they thought good to do. 
0 | ſhall only give one Inſtance of their Impunity, 
e) There was a Gentleman of the Highlands, 
1 W whoſe Name was Maclean, he had a very Beauti- 
5 ful Wife, with whom he liv'd in perfect Agree- 
1 ment and all happineſs of a marry'd State. He 
1 was bleſs'd with ſeveral Children by her, tho' then 
h they were all extreamly Young. There was 1n this 
Band of Rogues, on the King's Guard, a Fellow of 
. mighty eſteem with the King, and always em- 
, ploy'd in his ſecret Murders. He had by chance 
feen the Wife of Maclean, as he rid by the Caſtle, 
18 and conceiv'd ſuch a deſire of enjoying her, that 
F he with a ſmall Party of his Comrades, goes in 
the Night, ſurrounds the Houſe, ſets Fire to ſome” 
Part of it and enters the other. The poor Lady 
Vas awake, and waked her Husband, and fearing 
| ir 


Children, and leave the Houſe on Fire. Having 


The Serret Hiſtory 
it was ſome deadly engines of the King, to de- 
ſtroy him, becauſe of ſome. Power, he had in thoſe 
Parts, lets him down the Privy to make his Eſcape, 
knowing her ſelf and Children fecure., ._ 

Maclean was no ſooner thus diſpos d of, but 
they enter the Room, bear away the Wife, and 


gotten her now ſome Miles from her Houſe, they 
retreat to a Confederates Lodge in a Park; and 


there in ſpight of all the poor Ladies Prayers, 
Tears, and Struglings, Raviſh'd her iu the pre- 


ſence, and by the help of his Comrades, threaty- 
ing unleſs the conſented, that they wou'd Murder 
her Children before her. The poor Lady ſwoon'd 
away, and in that Agony of Life and Death the 
Villain obtain'd his Deſires. Not fatisfy'd- with 
this, each aſliſted the other, till all had-abuſed the 


unfortunate Gentlewoman; whom with her Chil- 


dren they left the next Day in the Neighbour- 
hood, at a poor Cottage; to whom being known, 


ſhe found all the Aſſiſtance the Place afforded. 


The poor Man went up to her Caſtle, found moſt 
of it burnt, and Maclean in Deſpair for his Wife 
and Children, who return'd to Life at the men- 


tion of her being at his Cottage. He Saddles 


his Horſes, and fetches her home, learns all that 
had paſt, and the poor Lady, breaking her Heart 
for the unparallell'd Misfortune, dy d in a Day or 


_ two. | 


Maclean comes to Court, makes his Complaint 
to the King, is kept in Suſpence, till the 
matter is examin'd; and the Villain having own'd 
it, let him know, that Maclean was a Man of 
Power, and diſaffected, and that what they did 
was in Revenge of ſome Saucy Words he had ut- 
ter'd againſt the Honour of his Majeſty, Thus, 
he was ſo far from Redreſs, that he was clapt vp 
in Priſon, and there ſecretly- Murder'd. EN 
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of Mack-Beth. 

This one Example is ſafficient ro ſhew you what 
Counſel he was govern'd by, and how little the 
beſt advice wou'd prevail. on him. I was glad 
to keep my ſelf ſecure, and in a Poſt, that might 
ſ-merimes give me an Opportunity of doing good 
to ſome my 'Countrymen. But the People, 
that ſee nat the ſecret Hinges of publick Tranſ- 
«ations, lay all on the Miniſter, when it is the 
pure effeft ot the Prince's Obſtinacy, or wicked 
laclinations. | | 
This Courſe of Murder, and Oppreſſion, in- 
ſtead of delivering Mack- Beth from his Fears, only 
encreas'd them. For now he was affraid to live 
in any City; and therefore looks out for a ſpot 
of Ground to build a Caſtle on, that ſhou'd not 
be acceſſible to any of his Enemies This was 
the Occaſion of his building Dun/inane, on the 
Top of a Hill, difficult of Acceſs, and as ſtrongly 
fortify d, as the Place wou d admit. | 

But in the Building this Place of Security he 
took Care to play the Tyrant, and force e'ery 
Thane of the to contribute Kingdom to the Edifice ; 
22d in their turus overſee the Work. | 

Macduff, Thane of Fife, was a powerful Man, 
and therefore odious to the Court: On him there- 
fore, for his pretended Negligence in his Contri- 
bution to, and Over-ſeeing this Work, the King 
began to ſhow his Reſentment. But he was taught 
by what had happen'd to others, betimes to make 
his Eſcape for England. Vet the Emiſſaries of 
the Tyrant were ſo dextrous, and quick, that he 
was forc'd to flye in a little Boat, and leave all 
his Affairs to the management of his Wife, who, 
being both a prudent Woman, and related to 
Mack-Beth, he thought ſecure from his Cruelty. 
But when her Husband's Flight was talk'd of, 


the King made haſte with ſome Troops to his 


Eſtate to ſeize his Perſon, and plunder his De- 
| . 1 meſus. 
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meſus. But finding, that the Bird was flown, 7 
He enters his Caltle, and ſeizes his Wife and 
Children. The Lady Maiduff applies her ſelf in 
ſo moving a manner for his Mercy, and pleads 
ſo eaineltly and piouſly for her Husband, as wou d 
have mov d any Creature leſs monſt'rous to Com- 0 
paſſion. But all ſhe mov'd in him was yet more 


Cruelty, in a Luſtfyl Reſolve, of firſt ſatisfying x 
his Appetite in her Arms, and then to Murder WW, 


her aud her [amily, He apply d himſelf geatly, Wl c. 
and told her, that the only way for her to ſave 4 
her Husband, and Children, was to yield to his 


Embiaces, and that without much Delay. , 
She mig'd, that he was admitted to the Caſtle az WW ,, 
her King, herRelation,znd her Friend; that ne hop'd Wl ;; 


he wou'd not be guilty of ſounroyala Vice, as to abuſe 
her Hoſpitality ; I hat tho ſhe.valu'd her tusband 
and Children much, yet ſhe preter'd her Honour, and 
Virtue to both. The Tyrant laughing at her namio 
Honout and Vi:tue,commanded her to be ky; 
while he was ſatisfying his abominable Luſt, order'd, 
her Childien to be murder'd and next her ſelf, in that 
exceſs of Cruelty, leſs cruel, than if he had ſuſlet d 
her to live after ſuch a diſgrace. He immediately 
procleims him a Traitor, forbids him ſhelter, and all 
Correſpondence with any Native of Scotland, 

Ihe Caltle of Dunſinane was now ftuiſh'd,and fitted 
up for bis Reception, and 1 and my Family command- 
ed toaccompany him to his Retreat. He had never be- 
fore ſeen my Daughter, or the gentle young Lorn; 
hoo was amore cloſe Pr iſoner, than lcou'd wiſh, 
but ill under my Direction and Guardianſhip. Dr- 
ring his Abode at my Houſe, there aroſe ſingulat 
Love and Friendſhip betwixt Eugenia and him, not 
without my Approbation, never deliring to be- 
ſtow her better, than on ſo Illuſtrious a Youth; 
but here that Correſpondence was forc'd. to be 
conccal'd, leaſt the Jyrant ſhou'd fear OY 

| | from 
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rn 
nd WF neetings were to be as private as poſſible. 
in The King, that ſer no Bounds to his Inclina- 
101 tions, took fire at my Daughters Beauty, and 
vd nude ſ-veral attempts on her Vertue: Which 
m. WF ic ſtill refiſting, not doubting my Conſent, de- 
re wards her of me for a Miſtreſs. | had too ter- 
02 WW rible an example before me of Inetta and Bancho 
er 0 give a flat denyal; but told him, I wou'd my 
ly, WM (af exhort her to be ſenſible of the Honour, he 
de dclign'd her; that I did not doubt a few Days 
h wov'd gain her Compliance, ' - * 
Ia the mean time | took care to provide for 
or Eſcape; but an Accident happen'd, that made 
Ls if ſomerhing ſooner, than 1 had deftigh'd. Eu- 
le eis was by ſtealth with Voung Lern, and there 
deploring their onhappy Fate, the King ſteals up- 


ſince he has found for whom he was lighted, he 
4d. wou'd on the morrow take care to remove his 


WF zvilty Rival, who liv'd only by his Favour; ſo 


F finging ovt of the Room, he left them together. 
Wl Engenia advis'd his immediate Flight, to avoid a 


i Fate nothing elſe cou'd deliver him from; that 


ſhe wou'd let him down by a Rope; and follow 
d m her felf without delay. The mater was 
agree, and my Daughter mform'd me of all 
that had happen'd. I was reſolv'd not to ſtay 


Lover, taking ſome Gold and Jewels with me, 
e, l, and he departed, and taking three Horſes from 
my stable made the beſt of our way to Gallo 
Tay; Tho” we were ſo cloſely porſu'd, that we 
bad juſt time to get into 4 little Veſſel, wich 
three Men at the Au of Galloway, before the 
Blood-honnds were at our Heels; There hap- 
ped to de nd wirher Veſſel in the Road, _— 

E 2 little 


{gm their Union, to himſelf; And all their 


i or them, in the midſt of their innocent Endear-- | 


behind, ſo having aſſiſted her in letting down her 
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little empty Boat, that waited to bring off ſome 
others: Who while the Officers purſu'd us, made 
their eſcape to ſome other place of Safety. Bu 
their endeavours were in vain, for hoiſting, our 
Sails, we flew before the Wind, for a brisk Gale 
then ſprung up, which tho' contrary to my de. 
ſign of calling at Ila, and bringing off the Thane of 
Argyle, it ſoon brought us on the Engliſh Coaſt, 
When the Wind riſing higher that Storm en. 
ſu'd, which threw us on the Shoar where your 
Charity found, and reliev'd fits, | 
The Thane of Angus having done, the Thane of 
Glamis and Lorn both embrac'd him, and blef 
Heaven for his good Luck; which had pteſerv'd 
two ſuch Heroes, as the Father and Son. 
The Young Lorn, then left the Company and 
went to find out his dear Ewgenia, impatient ci 
any longer Abſence from her, in whoſe fight al 
his Pleaſure and Happineſs were plac'd. He found 
her with Bertha, and yet in Tears. They flew 
into each others Arms, and expreſs'd fo tender 
a Paſſion, as tonch'd the gentle Bertha with a de- 
fire to know ſomething of their Fortune. Which 
the Young Low began in this manner to give her 
a Relation of. | 2 
Your Neighbourhood ag from Madam, can- 


not but have let you kngw from ſome of that 
Number, which daily fije thence, of the Miſery 
that Country has for ſome Years lain under, by 
the more, than Barbarous Cruelty of the moſt 
bloody of Tyrants. By his Cruelty many Thov- 
ſands have faln, and the Nation is almoſt deſpoild 
of all her Nobility: Among whom my Father, 
the Thane of Argyle, claim'd a foremoſt Place both 
in his Quality, his Virtues, and Sofferings. For, 
the Tyrant finding him an Enemy to his Villainies, 
having ſecured me, drew him into his Power to 
ſave my threati/'d Life, But having now got * 
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he confined him to Priſon, and gave the charge 
of his Murther to the Thane of Angus, his Fa- 
vourite, and the Father of my beloved Eugenia; 
bat he generouſly conveys him away, and puts a 
Malefactor in his Place, as murder'd by his Order. 
And as if this Obligatiou was nor enough, he pre- 
vail'd with Mack-Beth to have the keeping of me as 
his Priſoner, under whoſe direction might be 
educated a Friend to the King, and his Deſigns. 
Bat, Madam, I found the Noble Thane of Angus 
Honourable enough to deceive the Tyrant, and 
- of W never to attempt the inſtilling any ſuch baſe and 
ſervile Notions, On the contrary, from the time 
that | came under his Tutelage, which was in 
my Thirteenth Year, I found Maſters provided 
ni WF to inſtruct me in all the Sciences, - that were ne- 
ceſſary to give me Qualifications fit for a Man of 
Amy Birth and Family; and to inſpire ſuch No- 
n1 WJ tions as were abſolutely inconſiſtent with the 
-» WH faviſh Condition, ro which the Bloody Mack- Beth 
ler had deſign d me, |" TO oy 
My Application to my Studies, in which 1 
+ WH took a more than common, delight, rook away 
all Senſe of a Confinement, which was ſoftn'd 
by all the Tenderneſs of a Father. At the luter- 
vals of my Study the pretty Eugenia, then ſcarce 
Tea Years of Age, afford:d me a very agreeable 
Amuſement. We were both then too Young to 
have any Notion of Love, tho in that very dawn 
of her Beauty ſhe promis d that glorious Day 
which now enlightens my Heart, She won 
Dance with, me, Sing to me, and ofren entertain 
me with Diſcourſes much above her Age, tho 
agreeable to her Underſtanding. 

In my Turn I us'd to give her an Account of 
the Hiſtories | read ; of the admirable Virtues of 
the Romans and Greeks, Of the degeneracy of 


the former under their Emperors. I told her of 
_ ths 
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| 1 5 to thank bim for is 


Die Secret Hiſtory 
the extravagant Villainies of Caligula, Nero, B. 
mit ian, and Heliogabalus, The Conduct and Pry, 
dence of Auguſtus, the Goodnels of Veſpaſia 
Trauian, and the Antonines. Aly Lord ( ſaid the 
Charming little Creature on this Occalion) | 
know „ whether we may hade bad any Trajans o 
Antonines, but alas ! 1 find we bave now a Net, 
Caligula and Heliogabalus in one. How often by 
1 obſeru'd my Fathers Complaints of the Crueltiz, 
be cou'd not prevent, and beard him tell of the bo. 
barous Dieſes, to which the Poor unbappy People of 
this Country are "brought by an inhumane yrant? He 
often has he wiſh'd, that be cou'd retire without ruin. 


ing bis Affairs, which for my ſake be was willing u 


preſerve! The only t omg concluded Eugenia) thy 
s confining you to our Houſe, 

by which 1 ha ve a very agreeable Play fellow, and bea ii 
Accounts of a better World, than tbat, we "now live m, 
Ia this manner we ſpent our Time in our pat- 
ticular Innocence. Some times the Thane hin- 
ſelf wou'd vit me, but our Converſation. wa 
of another ſort ; for he with a tender ſort «& 


Gravity us d to examine into the Progreſs 


made in my Studies; and to try what Study! 
was moſt enclin d to, that he might not make 
my ſolitude uneaſy ro me by compelling my 
Appitcation to what was not agreeable to me. 
One time when I was now about Fifteen Years 
old, and a prety good Maſter of the Greek and 
Roman Hiſtory ; he brought me a little Manu- 


ſcript of bis own Writing; which conſiſted of 


the Lives and Actions of the Great Men of our 
Family, and the ſeveral brave Deeds, they bad 
done in the Defente of their Country agaialt 


Forciga and Domeſtick Enemies, ſrom Fergus the 
' kixlt, to my Father, Nor did he omit a gene- 


rons Character of him, and fairly relating his 


Zeal for the Publick, and the e 5 had 
one 
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done him by Mack-betb, both in his Sufferings 
and Death. For he did not think fit to truſt 
me at that Time with a Secret, on which his 

Life depended. | 
This had in my Breaſt the effect he defird, 
for it rais'd in me the ntmolt Averion and Ab- 
horrence of the Tyrant ima jnable, and indeed 
againlt ail Princes, that fo far forget their Office 
as not think their Peoples Good the chief Cauſe 


of their Being. At the tame time he wou'd ex- 


cuſe my Confinement, and let me undexſtand, 
that it was the Will of the King, and that with 
ſome Difficulty obtain'd, my Death being what 
he was much more enclin'd to tHe conſtantly took 
Care that I ſhou'd have all the Diverons my Cir- 
cumſtances allow'd; which his good Lady took 
Care to improve, as long as (he liv'd, being in- 
deed a perfect Mother to me, and always cal- 
ling me;her Son. | 

There was a little Summer-houſe, which look'd 
into a publick Walk, Mhither the People frequent- 
ly took their Promenade in the Day-time ; where 
| cou'd fit unſeen, and hear, and ſee all, that paſt 
in the Town. The pleaſure I had to over-hear 
this Diſcoprſe of the People, made me often re- 
ſort to that Seat; where | have been a ſecret 
Witneſs »f the Curſes ſent out againſt the Tyrant, 


and of the Acconnts of his daily Rapes and Mur- 


ders, which ſufficiently tortifyd my Averſion to 
ſuch a Monſter in Nature. Being here one Day 
in the Dusk of the Evening, | ſaw a Young 
Girl genteel in her Habit, and Beautiful in her 
Face and Perſon, come and ſeat her (elf down on 
the Bench beneath my Wall. I heard her Sigh 
very often, before another Gentlewoman of a 
graver Aſpe& came to her —— She no ſooner 
came, but the Young Lady all in Tears, ask'd if 


her Lover were yet alive, and whether a 
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Eſcape, "and ho p'd ſhe Was ready to go with him, 


The Secret Ii iftory 


be at the Rendezou that Evening , the Matron 
reply'd ; that hc had preper'd all things for their 


Alas! ſaid — young Lady, I-wou'd go any 
where with bim; but the Villain, that has been 


the Cauſe of all our Misfortunes, has always Spies 


on me where'er I go, and I queſtion not but t here 
are ſome not far from this Place, aad ſhouꝰ'd 


catch us together, my Dear wou d be ſacrificed to 
his Rage, and I to his Luſt, 


I have, Madam, ( faid the Nen) heard an 
imperfect Account of your Affair, but never cou d 


— the whole Caſe, It is an hour before 1 can 


venture to return by the moſt round abont-ways 


to carry him your Anſwer, wherefore if you will 


do me the Favour to give me the Relation yon 
will extreamly oblige me. After ſome previous 
Sighs the Young Lady thus began. — 

My Father was a Merchaut of as Confiders- 
ble Dealings as any in Scotland, and had ſo far 
improv'd his paternal Stock, as to be able to give 
me a Conſiderable Fortune, before Rogues and 
Villains bad ſwallow'd vp the Court and ſurround- 
ed the King. Killibarren was of the foremoſt of 
the Noble Thane of Argyle's Retinue, that often 
frequented . our Houſe, and being very well re 
ceiv'd by my Father made his Addreſſes to me. 


My Mother at the ſame time had in her Eye an 


old Advocate, whoſe Practice had very much en- 
rich'd, him; and whoſe old Eyes had it ſeems fixt 
themſelves on my Perſon, as an agreeable Match 
to his Inclinations. Killibarren was very Tall, well 
Shap'd, of a ſprightly Converſation , and every 


way pleaſi ing Company both to the Men and the 


Women. The old Advocate was decrepit , de- 
form'd, extreamly Ugly in bis Countenance, into- 
larable in his Honour, and avaricious to the laſt 
Degree, Jou may therefore cally uch 
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which way my Inclinations bent, and with what 


Relu@ance I heard my Mother's propoſal of the 
Advecate after my Father had allow'd of the Ad- 
dreſs of Killibarren, * 

My Father was an eaſy natur d Man, and too 
much complaiſant to the Will of my Mother, 
who immediately accus'd himſelf of Folly, in ad- 
mitting a Servant, to hopes of being his Son-in- 


Law, when ſhe had provided me a Husband, near 


as rich as the Thane himſelf, Afterwards he ſur- 
tender d me entirely to her diſpoſe , Killibarren 
was forbid the Houſe, and I charg'd under the 
penalty of his Corſe, and no Fortune, never to 
ſee nor ſpeak to him again. But alas! this In- 
junction came too late, I had already given up my 
Heart, and my ſelf to him by Vows which 1 
thought too ſacred to be broken. However 1 
thought it beſt to diſſemble my Thoughts leaſt a 
ſevere Reſtraint ſhov'd deprive me of the O 
portunity of ſeeing him ſomerimes at a Friends, 
and aſſuring him of my Fidelity, and confirming 
his Love. I kept the old Advocate in ſaſpenſe 
as long as 1 cou'd, 


or two Days after. All 1 had to do was to 
apply my ſelf to my Father, who lov'd me dear- 


ly, and to tell him that if he wiſh'd to hear of 


my Death before the fatal Day, he ſhov'd agree 
with my Mother on that point, but if he valu'd 
my Peace and Happineſs, he ſhov'd find ſome way 
to delay, if not break ir off. Ne 

Accordingly he goes to the Advocate, and tells 
him, chat as my Father he ought to look into the 
Marriage Agreement, and ſee that all things were 
fair; that he had too much experience of the 
Lawyers to depend wholly on their Honeſty; but 


that let the Advocate be as fair as he won'd, it was 
his Duty gs a Parent to make all ſafe mak | 


till both he and my Mother 
ew fo impatient, that ſhe fixt the Wedding 
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reſtor d my Killibarren to my Mother's good Gra- 


Pa 2] 
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He deſir'd him therefore to let him have the 
Settlements to conſult with one learned in the 
Law about them; and that it was neceſſary till then 
to put off the Wedding. The Old cunning A4. 
gocate , that had wheeld'd my Mother wich 
Pretences and Aſſurances of Mountains of Gold 
if ſhe left it to him, was at once both ſurpriz'd, 
and angry at this Difficulty, which my Father 
had ſtarted; and telling him all Matters were 
agreed with his Wife, and that he had nothing 
to do in the Matter, this brought on Words, 
and thoſe a perfect Breach, till my Father came 
home in a Paſſion, and accusd my Mother of 
throwing me away on an impotent old Miſer, 
without the leaſt ſecurity of any thing to my 
Ad vantage proportionable to the Sacrifice I made 


of my ſelf, That tho' he had yielded to her Im- 


portunities of putting off Xillibarren, a Man of 

Merit and Worth, yet he wou'd not truly ſee 

_ thrown away and ruin'd, for meer empty 
opes. 

What he ſaid had too much Force not to touch 
my Mother a little, eſpecially when he had bid her 
Conlider how little Confidence cou'd he pur in 
the bare promiſe of old Miſer; ſhe therefore un- 
dertook to manage him to her purpole and pro- 
cure a Settlement worthy my Acceptance. The 


wiretch'd Miſer was ſenſible of his Age, and thought 


if he kept me not to a perpetual Dependance up- 
on him, he ſhou'd have but few of my Regards; 
he therefore ſtood out, and haggl'd Day after 
Day, one Day conceding a little, the next re- 
tracting what he had allow'd. So that time was 
protracted till the Advocate fell Sick; and ſoon 
went to make up his Accounts in the other 
World. . + 

This had been ſame dawn of Comfort had it 


ces, 
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the ces. But ſhe had found ont another Match for 
the me, as contemptible as the laſt, or indeed the 
en more infamous of the two, and that was this 

curſed Calender that now purſues me. He was then 


th known to have the King's kar in Private; for he 
Id was his Pimp, and ſome aſſure me his ſecret Aſ- 
d, ſaſſin, when any one was to be diſpatch'd; nor 
er is he free from the Imputation of having a Hand 


re MW in the Murther of the good Thane of Argyle. Who 
Fe about this time fled away for the Country on the 
o Murther of Bancho, and the Rape of Inetta his 
ie Siiter. With him my poor Kill:barren was oblig'd 
of to depart, but not without a thouſand Prote 
r, tions of Conſtancy and Vows of eternal Love. 
Ah Madam you can't gueſs the Agony of my poor 
e Heart at that time, for | did not expect to out- 
. live this Separation, Nor was he behind me in 
) 
e 
J 
j 
. 
1 


Love or in Tenderneſs, but Neceſſity was to be 

obey d, and the terrible ſhock muſt be gone 
through, and he muſt depart. In ſhort,my Friend 

in whoſe Houſe it was, had much ado to get. me 

home, where immediately I took my Bed, and 
continu'd ill for ſome time, which freed me from 

the Perſecution of Calender ſome Months. In 

which time the Thane was Charm'd back with 

the King's Promiſe for his ſecurity, to ſave his 
Innocent Son from the Paw of the Lion, reſolving 
| to give him Life rather twice, than take that a- 
may by his Abſence, which he had given him be- 

| ore. te | 
But as ſoon as he arriv'd, he was clap'd up in 0 

Priſon, and never more appear'd, it being given 

out by the Court, that he had Cut his own Throat. 

But my Killibarren inform'd me, that he was mur - 

der'd in Priſon by the King's Order, and by ſome 

of his Cut-Throats, of which Calender was one of , 

the Chief. His Lord being taken off, ſearch was 

made for his Retinue, and for Killibarren in Par- 

bo ticular, 
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ticular, as his Maſter's Chief Favourite. But he 
conceal'd himſelf ſo well at my Friends in Wo- 
men's Apparel, that he eſcap'd all their Search ; 
For Love wou'd not let him go further from 
his belov'd. My Mother preſs'd me Cloſe in the 
bebalf of Calender, and I utterly deteſted him, as 
nouriſh'd with humane Blood. | 

This Reſiſtance of mine made my Mother keep 
a ſtrit Eye over me, and obſerving, that I went 
very often to this Friends Houſe, fancy d there 
was ſome other motive of my Viſits, than a meer 
Compliment of Friendſhip. She bribes. ſome of 
the Servants, who let her know, that there waz 
a Lady, or Man in diſguiſe in the Houſe, in whoſe 
Apartment I ſpent all my Time when [was 
there. My Mother informs Calender of what ſhe 
had diſcover'd, and his Villainous Temper ſoon 
found out matter for Miſchief in the Story. 50 
under pretence of ſearching for obnoxious Per- 
ſons, he came one Day when I was there, de- 
ploring my hard Fate with poor Xiflibarren. 
Was en out through the Window as he came 
up to the Houſe with his Attendance, and in 2 
Pannick «fear inform'd my Lover, that 1 fear'd 
we were betray'd. He immediately without much 
concern, went up another pair of Stairs, and there 
by an Engine, lifting up a trap Door, got down 
beneath it. This trap Door was a vaſt great 


Trough or Cheſt, fixt full of Meal (a Commodi- 


ty, in which my Friend's Husband dealt) ſo that 


no Body cou'd ſuppoſe any lurking Place neat 


it. I and the Miſtreſs of the Honſe, and a Fe- 
male Neighbour fate ſtill in his Room, to which 
Calender and his Men came directly up. And ſee- 
ing none but Women, ſpar'd me, but wou'd ſearch 
the other two, where decency forbids, to ſee 
which was the Man they had in Diſguiſe. But 


enrag'd at the Diſappointmear, ſearch'd the whole 


Hovſe, 


ef Mack-Beth- 
Houſe, but in vain, retiring full of Curſes at the 
falſe Information, by this we found that wewere 


betray'd, and that by ſome of the Family. It was 
therefore agreed, that he ſhou'd about Nidaight 


remove to ſome other ſecurity, to which eval 


was not to come but in diſguiſe, and after ſome 
ſhort interval. So that very Night he went to 
your Brother's Houſe. 

My Mother on this ſends for the Servant, that 
had given the laformation, who ſtood in the Sto- 
ry, and affirm'd that he was actually in the Houſe, 
when they ſearch'd for him, hid in ſuch a Place 
which was to 8 in fuch a manner. This 
caus'd a freſh ſearch the next Morning, but to 
as little Purpoſe, the Bird being Flown, This 
aggravated my Mother againſt my Friend's Ser- 
vant, and made her let them know all, ſhe had 
told her, ſo the Servant was Cafhier'd, and the 
People gave Calender a Bribe, and no more was 
ſaid of rhe matter. | 8 

How ſeldom I have ſince ſeen him you know, 
and how carneſtly I deſire to ſee him, the Heu- 
vens above can Witneſs for me; but I am 9 
of the Spies of my Mother and Calender, le 
my Uncantious Love ſhou'd be his Deſtruction. 
But let him appoint Time and Place when | ſhall 
meet him never to part more from him, and I'll 
be punctual to his Aſſignation. | 
She had no ſooner ſaid this, but ſeeing a Man 
come up to her, ſhe advis'd the Matron to be gone 
the contrary Way, as if ſhe knew nothing of her. 
This Man 1 found was Calender himſelf , who 


coming up to her, as ſhe roſe to go away, took 


hold of her Hand, and preſs'd her to ſit down 
again; ſhe was unwilling to truſt her ſelf alone 
with him in the Dusk, when all the People had 
now left the Walks. But be pull'd her down, 
accus d her of her Ulnkindneſs, and Diſobedience 
e | to 
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to her Mother, and of holding a Correſpondence 
with the King's Enemies, with Traytors and Rogves. 
Thoſe only are Traytors, ( ſaid ſhe) who prompt the 
King to Injuſtice, and the ruin of Innocent Alen; 
and aſſure your ſelf if there were not a ſingle Man 
left alive but your ſelf , I cow'd never admit of your 
Love. 

Whether you ove of my Perſon or not, I am 


not at all concern d to know (reply'd the Villain) af- 


ter ſo Treaſonable a Declaration as you haut made, 
but I am reſolv d before you leave this Place, you 
ſhall try whether you do or not. With which words 
he attempted to put his Threats in Execution; 
while the poor Lady cry'd out, ſeratch'd and tore, 
but 1 fear all had been to no Purpoſe, had not a 
ſudden Thought corne into my Head, with one 
blow to deliver the Lady, and Revenge my Fa- 
ther's Death, The Wall that was over them 
was old, and ſeveral Stones looſe, I took one ont 
of a prety good Size, and directing it with all 
my. Force as he was ſtooping, gave him ſuch a 
blow on the Back, that he fell to the Ground, the 
Lady run away , and I with another 'compleated 
the Bulineſs of his Death, however the looſening 
of thoſe Stones, had thrown down ſo many, that 
it look'd, as if it had falln by Accident. 

His Body was found the next Day, and Infor- 
mation given, that ſome one was ſeen in the Thane 
of Angus's Garden, who threw the Stones down on 
Calender's Head. I was immediately thrown into 
the King's Imagination, as Miſchievdvs by Nature, 
and alſo to be an Enemy to all the King's Friends, 
Enquiry was made, the matter related to the 
Thame, when, my dear. Eugenia was by , not then 
full thirteen Years of Age. She immediately ap- 


. pretended the Danger, that threaten'd me; and 


of her own accord begg'd her Father's Pardon 
before the King's Officers, and ſaid that it * 
het 
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ter Misfortune to be there the Evening before, 
1nd endeavouring, to Per a Stone out to raiſe her 
ſelf up and look at ſome, that male a terrible 
Noiſe beneath it, the Wall tambled down, bur 
that ſhe hop'd there had been no harm done, 
ſince ſhe heard ſome Body run away. 

The Innocent concern, which ſhe diſcover'd in 
acculing her ſelf ſufficiently ſatisfy'd. the Courtier, 
that it had been my Eugenia s Misfortune to have 
done that Miſchief by Chance, which ſhe never 
cclign'd. I came in ſoon after the Courtiers were 
cone. The Thene told me of the Accident, and 
the Danger that threatn'd me upon it, had it not 
been Eugenia's Fortune to. have done the Fact. 
However he advis'd me to refrain that Place for 
a while, leaſt it ſhou'd renew the ſuſpicion. I 
was extreamly ſurpriz'd at this generous Service, 
and going to own what 1] had done, ſhe per- 
ceiving it, took me by the Hand, and told me our 
dancing Maſter waited for us, ſo led me imme- 
diately away, accuſing me of Raſhneſs, in going 
to diſprove what ſhe had ſaid , when I knew not 
but, there were more Witneſſes of our Diſcourſe, 
than were ſeen. 7.08 

| con'd not but claſp her in my Arms, and ex- 
preſs my Gratitude for preſerving my Life. 1 
had time to ſay no more, for we were enter” 
the Hall where our Dancing Maſter attended us, 
Where having pertorm'd our Exerciſe, we retir'd 
to my Appartment, to paſs an Hour in Diſcourſe 
8s we daily us'd to do, Being come thither, I 
know you (ſaid Eugenia) came in a Hurry laſt 
Night from the Place where the Miſchief was 
cone, you did but your Duty in puniſhing your 
Father's Aſlaſſinator; tho' we hear a Young Lady, 
a Merchant's Daughter being miſſing from her Pa- 
rents, is accus'd of the Murder, but 1 hope ſhe 
will eſcape the Purfuers, 8 


Ah! 


when you are by, and always uneaſy when you 


> — — — 
— —— ——̃ ñ＋‚ͤͤ 
* 


The Secret Hiftory 
Ah! ſweet Eugenia (reply'd 1) you have & 
ſenſibly touch'd me with this generous Service, 
as you have all along done with your Beanty 
and Wit. Yes, my rmer, I find | am now 
grown a Man, becauſe I feel ſome Sentiments ſo 
tender for you, that I do not know what Name 
to call them by if it be not Love. I am oaly pleas d 


are Abſent ; I take delight to hear you talk, 
and think it a kind of Heaven to touch you. Alas 
I am content with my Captivity, and wiſh ne. 
ver to be free, if that Freedom muſt ſeperate me 
from Eugenia. 
Eugenia, young as ſhe was, bluſh'd at my Dif- 
courſe, and told me her Friendſhip for me wu 
reat, that I might call it Love if I pleas; 
that my Company was; as pleaſing to her, a 
hers cou'd be to me; that ſhe took the laſt 83. 
tisfaction to think, that it was her good Fortune 


to Skreen me from any Miſchief. But ſhe kney 


nothing elſe , ſhe deſir d but my Company with 
that Innocence and Freedom which we had enjoy'd 
from our Child-hood together. 

In this manner a Year or two more paſt on, 
my Love encreaſing, and ſhe never denying the 
Augmentation of hers; till we Seal'd our Love with 
Vows of perpetual Conſtancy and Marriage, a 
ſoon as our Circumſtances wou'd allow it. To 
make my Captivity the lighter, ſhe wou'd ſome- 
times dreſs me in her Maids Cloaths, and take 
me abroad as her Servant, to divert me with: 
view of the Court, the Ladies and the Gentlemen 
that reſorted then to it; if we may call that 
Mob of Villains by ſuch a Name, however diſtin- 
guiſn'd by the Arbitrary Will of a Tyraut. Es- 
genia met with many Addreſſes, but ber Qpality, 
and Father were her Protection againſt the At- 


fronts in ſo diſolute a Court. I will not, Madam, 
detain 
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9” 2 Bad, that: I will marry. ber 


with her Breath pour d out Bleſſin 


able approact'd us. The Tyrant, unſafe in bis 


of Mack-Beth, | 
detain yon with any ai our Adventures of that 
Nature nor with our ting in the Country 
in the en of Peaſants, 30d and the — or 28 
Notions of the Vulgar undet fo efive a H 
Let it ſoſſioeg chat all che Comforr and-Pleafure 
my Life was in and from"Engema. | | 
We were not ſo cautious of our Love, but that 
it was ſoon known to der Father aud Mother, 
and to both their en, tho the "_ 
e us Oharge to keep it a Secret ev'n to t 

— nothing being ſafe in Scotland. Her Mo- 
ther this falling Sick on her Death- , Cale 
led us to her one Evening, and ev'ry Body ng 
temov d, Tud me; thar ſbe bond ſbe bad not. Lehen 
e e me, as that I ſhan d abuſe her poar 
Daughter | with a Decritſul Preton of Love, 77 
bad none 5 that word be 4 Keen unwerthy of me, 
rn Honour and 
Ovatitngs;« © nennen 165" 

I wis quite confounded at her Words, and 
made her this' e 
mib 
fear, that there bas me — og 
e th T gy 
lany. 2 — en 1 — 1 Ma- 
xims in your Schoot, than ta betray my » BenefatIreſs; 
Er 

can H 
Knees I tale bet from your | e 
- aA 


the T hane hall think fit, and in the moan time 
both ber Virtue and Mine are Warrants enow of 
Innocence, © 

Her Hater hen gure hr 16 my bins, ad 
25 upon un, 
ſo expi r'd to all our Re: gret, and un fei eign' d Sor- 
row; which held us till one more neat . tet- 


ova 


r ummma¹⁴m•eę m — — 
1 ES * A * * : * * * e 
. 


The Secret Hiſtory 
own Mind, tad built a high inacceſſible Fort; ig 
which he thought he might be more ſecure. 3. 
inſt the Deſigns of all Men, whom he had by 
is Cruelties made his Enemies. Thither he re. 
mov'd his whole Court, and thither, therefore, 
muit I go with my Guardian the Thane, who the 
Night before our removal, call*d her and me into 
his Chamber, and ſnhutting the Door, gave us 
this caut ion, with all the earneſt tenderneſs in 
Nature. The King (ſaid he) is amorcus in bis Tem. 
per, and you, Eugenia, are now grown 2 Woman, 
capabie . raiſing thoſe Deſires, 'which be will be ſwe 
to Li,charge at the Fxpence of your Flonour and my 
Life, Keep therefrre out of bis Sight, Tur Fa. 
mike rity with this. Tuuth , may likewiſe perhaps raiſe 


up ſome Fealouſies , which may prove the Rock, on 


which we may all ſplir. Manage, therefore, your ſel vues 
with your beſt Caution till I can prepare things to 
make our eſcape ;, if FHeavu'n afford us not a Deli 


Vverance before, © 0 


Furniſn'd with this Caution, with heavy Hearts 


ve prepar'd to go Dun/inane , where Confinement 


was the leaſt ot the Trouble l · expected; ſince 
my Eugenia, and | muſt be more ſtrange ev'n in 
Appearance, that gave me Cauſe of Sorrow and 


Diſcontent enough. We had not been there long 


but we had a Vitit from the King; who — 
deſire to ſee me, | was ſent for by the Thane to his 
Appartment. Mack-Beth Ey'd me all over, and 
ask d me ſeveral Queſtions, which 1 anſwer'd with 


: Teſs Complaiſance, than was agreeable to my Con- 
dition; However the Thane brought it off, by at- 


tributiug it to my Want of Converſation. I was 
no-ſooner gone, but Eugenia, ignorant of his being 
there, run into the Room. The King's Eyes were 
immediately fixt upon her, and all his Soul was 
in a Flame; he demanded who {he was, and under- 


ſtanding her to be che Daughter of the Thane, * 
0 
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Rh Lovin 


Ir 
er; 


and Wir, that ſhe com the Conqueſt, that 
der Eyes had begun. Tbane was in all the 
Coafuſion in the World; and cow'd ſcarce dif 
ſemble his Thoughts, tho? he endeavour'd: all he 
cou'd to exert. the Conrtier on this Occaſion; 
Eugenia made bim a Curtzy , and modeſtly with- 
drew, full of Indignation, at the Kings Praiſes 
foreboding what muſt be the Event. | " 
The Thane from this Moment fet ſeriouſly a- 
dont providing for our Eſcape, but the Secrecy 
he was bound to manage it with, was the Reafort 
ic went on the flower ; and the King in the mean 
while daily preſs'd his Love to Eugenia ; who ar 
laſt unable to bear it, told him boldly and plainly, 
chat cou'd he make her his Queen, ſhe wou'd nor 
admit of his, Love, much leſs ſince he cov'd not 
make any thing of ber but what was too Infa- 
mous for her to Name, and ſo fled from him, 
nor couꝰd be brought by any Conſideration to ſee 
him any more, till the King impatient of Re- 
pulſe, comes to the Thane of Angus, in a Fury, 
and aſſures him, that unleſs he teach his Daughter 
how to receive this Honour he meant her better, 
he ſhould loſe his Head, ſince he had reaſon to 
ſuſpe&, that he had given her. ſome documents 
that were not very complaiſant to his Character; 
but ſince he had been the Inſtruter of her ſo 
much to his diſadvantage, he allowd him two 
Days to prepare her for his Beck; that if he 
fail'd he knew his Fate, and ſhe ſhou'd neverthe- 
leſs be the Victim of bis Pleaſure: * 
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pee of 


acts, 


de did him in loving his Daughter ; and that be 


The Tbane told him without any feeming Con- 
dern, that he was fur pris d at his Majeſty's Anger 
2s him, who was highly ſenſible of the Honour 


had already made ſome Advances on his Behalf. 


? 


the Girl vnn little $kittiſh, but he did not 


t all doubt but ſhe wo'd alter her Mind by the 


iſes of Glory and Riches, which he begg'd 
of the Kang to promiſe in his Name. The 
King gave him Authority to promiſe Mountains 


of Gold, nay and his Crown if he: thought that 


wou'd win her; and aſſured him that his Ambi- 
tion cov'd not reach ſo high, as he wou'd exalt 
him if he made good his WOor . | 

My Eugenia and I cdud not have our meetings 
ſo cloſe, but bis Spies, had found them out, and 
— the King notice of then. As he came now 

om her Father, word was brought him that we 


| were together, and that he might over hear our 


Diſcourſe, and ſo judge beſt what he had to de- 
termine. He was-fir'd with Madneſs at a Rival, 
which he ſo much contemn'd, but fully reſoly'd 
_ this ' Obſtacle of his Love that very 
t. OF 422) 

While we were deploring our unbappy Fate, 
and curſing the Tyrant, and his odious Amour, 
he was plac'd ſo as to hear e'ery word, that we 


— ſo immediately burſting in upon us he 
rew 


his Sword, and made immediately at me; 
Eugenia ſtrove to pet in betwixt us, while I flew 
like Lightning upon him, and wreſted his Sword 
out of his Hand, and had that Moment reſcu'd 
Scotland, had not his Followers been too near, 
who ſeizing me diſarm'd me, and waited his Or- 
der to diſpatch me that moment. Eugenia, quite 
deſponding, yet raiſing her Spirit, deſires the 
King to diſmiſs his Followers to a greater di- 


ſtance, and ſhe had a few Words to ſay to him per- 
baps to his ſatisfaction. With 
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of Mack-Beth. 
With thoſe Words ſhe caſt ſo gracions a look 
on him, that he cou d not reſiſt her Commands, 
ſo ordering them to hold me at the fartheſt part 
of the Room, de retir'd to the other, to hear 
hat had to offer. My 7 Lond, (id ſhe) ſhe) 
andy ny pete = 

oung Lor whom here 1274 lowg be yes 
much, 4 3s F 'may be 
bt 


I 
| T 

1 — 5 ae nor any Tor- 
and 


w 
1 
to 
twres ſbou'd e er prevail — — * — 
wil your Royal Word to pardon Toung 
at 
this 


wben 7 bave- N wat 


me 
ſet bim 
7 will do Con- 


Defare 
—— cal d 
Love, let bim not 

0 
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think 
Price, yet your ſhaw 
Fatber to a tricker Watch 6 


jure my own Reputation, while no 
body it Con ſcious of the Crime but the Actors in it. 
The King was infinitely pleasd with her Diſ- 
courſe, and concluded by all the Caution ſhe us d, 
that ſhe was ſincere in her Intentions. ' But my 
dear, {ſaid wy think it not a Crime, it is a good 
Subje@s to obey bit King in all bis Conimands ©, 
a King it the Vicegerent of Heaven, not accountable 
to any but _o_ from whom be recev d bis Power, 
that is God; or ſhe who reſiſts his Wi commits 
a but tboſe, who are Obedient can be 
guilty of none. 
She ſeem'd to be convinc'd by bis Reaſons, 
but begg'd his Obſervance of all ſhe had deſir d, 
which immediately he did, breaking from her i in 
a loud Tone, Madam, (cry'd he) you know his 
Ranſom, or to morrow his Head ſhall march after 
bis Fathers; ſhe put her Handkerchief to her Eyes, 
and anſwer's not a Word. The King ſent — 
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The Secret Hiſtory 
the Thane, and ratt!'d him ſeverely, gave him, 
ſtri& Charge of the keeping me that Night 
ſince | ſhou'd die to morrow for attempting his 
Life, and invading him ia his Love; and that if 
were not forth - coming his Head ſhou'd An. 
ſwer it, The Thane expreſsd his Indignation a. 

gainſt vs both, and aſſur d the King, that he wou'd 
take care to watch me to Night, and deſir'd to 
be freed from the Charge for the Future, ſince | 
had made fo ill uſe. of the Favours he had done 
me, The King however order'd a Sentinel to 
ſtay in the Room all Night with me, and that 
none but the Thane, himſelf ſhou'd be permitted 
to come to me; ſo locking me up, and leaving 
me alone, I had time to conſider of my certain 
Fate, which the Malice of my Fortune had brought 
oo e 
The Thane had a Window that look d down ia · 
to a Precipice, tho of no very great depth; MW ze 
but however ſo inacceſſible, that no Guard was iſ an 
plac d that way; and he had before this provided dr 
a Cord of the full length, and plac'd Horſes ready ill tr: 
at his Stables at a little diftance to receive us. of 
Eugenia told her Father all that had paſled be- JW St 
twixt Mack-Beth and her, and that there was no If Fe 
longer time to conſider, unleſs he wou'd forfeit 
his own , the Young Thane of Lorn's Life, and WW he 
my Honour ; but all he had to do was on the th 
firſt approach of Night, to make his Eſcape 
with them ta the neareſt Sea-port, or Place of iſ th 
Security. The Thane taking her in his Arms Wl me 
wept over ber a while; at Jaſt, ſaid he, Tis cer- WW on 
tain, my dear Eugenia, we wil make uſe of this fre- ¶ no 
cious moment of 1ime, that tby Wiſdom bas got us ; ha 
but what will be the Event of it I can't tell; what- 28 
ever wy Crimes deſerve , I beg Heaven to preſerve toy 
Tnnecence, and that of thy Lose. 


Immediately 
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Immediately he came by a little Cloſet-Door, 
which join'd his Appartment to mine, and brought 
mea Dagger. and convey d it to me, ſo that the 
Sentinel cou d not ſee it, and told me ſoftly thut, 
that muſt work myDeliverance,all things elſe being 
ready for myEſcape.He ask d the Sentinel ſomeQue- 
ſtions, and whether his Order extended to hinder 
my going into his Appartment. He reply'd in a 
ſurly Tone, that a here-ever | went he wou'd go 
with him, and that he did not care to cruſt me 
out of that Room. The Thane told him he ought 
to go with me, and (tay while | ſlept. So all 
going through the little Door, as the Sentinel 
came laſt, I took my opportunity and Stabb'd him 
to the Heart, ſo that he fel] almoſt without a Groan. 

We went to work immediately, and faſtning a 
Chair to the Cord, | firſt let down the Thane 
with a Cabinet of Jewels, and then my dear Eu- 
genia to her Father, with other things of Value; 
and putting my Gloves on, | being Young flid 
down the Cord my ſelf. All being thus ſafely 
tranſacted, there was an eaſſe deſcent the reſt 
of the Hill, and in a little Time we came to his 
Stables, got on Horſe-bick, and flew, as faſt as 
Fear and Dehre cou'd carry us, towards Galloway, 
where the Thane had ſome latereſt ; and whither 
he directed his Courſe to call, and take my Fa- 
ther away in the ſame Ship. 

We reſted riot Day nor Night, till we got to 
the Mull, and finding our ſelves purſu'd, we im- 
mediately, without reſting, got on Board, hoiſted 
our Sails, and fo eſcap'd a terrible Fate, which 
none but my Eugenia cou'd preſerve me from, 
having ſav'd my Life twice by her Addreſs, 
as her Father had firſt by his kindaeſs for mine. 

When we were on Board, and under Sail, the 
Thane of Angus told me with what Addreſs Eu- 
Zenis had manag'd the doting Tyrant to get that 

F 4 Reprieve, 
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Reprieve, that produc'd our delivery. For which 
we had not long rejoicd when the Storm aroſe, 
which threw us on your Coalt, And thus yon 
have heard the Fate of two Lovers, whoſe paſ. 
ſion roſe in diſtreſs, and has hitherto met with 
nothing elſe, till our coming into this happy 
Country gave us ſecurity, and freſh hopes of once 
more returning to our own, p 

The Thane of Lorn had no ſooner done, but 
| News was brought that there was an Expreſs 
| come from Court, with Orders to Eric to raiſe 

= 2 Thouſand Men to join Sbert Duke of Northum. 
lang, who with Mack-duff, and other Scots No- 
ility were marching to ſet Malcolm: on the 
Throne, and put an Endyat length to an Uſur. 
PRO under which that Nation had ſo long 
roan'd. FF; | 

. This News ſoon brought all the Illuſtrious 
Gueſts of Eric and Bertba into the Hall, where 
Eric was diſcourſing the Meſſenger, who had 
brought him the Order, and with him a Scots 
Gentleman, who was immediately known to be a 
Relation of XMac-duff's, and had fled with him 

into England. 8 
The Thane of Glamis firſt ſaluted him, and 
then the reſt of the Company, but the Thaze of 
| Argus coming up to do the fame, he ſtarted back, 
i" as if ſtrucken with Thunder, to ſee him in that 
1 Company, whom he ſtill thought of the Cabinet 
of Mack-Beth. The Company in few words in- 
form'd him of his Fortune, and & hat he had done 
| for the ſuffering Argyle, and his Son, But what 

News (perſiſted Glamis) from the Court of Eng- 
land, has our Caſe at laſt mov'd the Pious Edward 

to ſend us Relief £ | 

There are (ſaid the Gentleman) on full march ſix 
_ thruſand brave Men, and the Valiant Duke Sibert, 

Grandfather, to Malcolm, King Duncan Son, 42 
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of Mack-Betli. F 
bead of them; in this Train is. Mac-duff, wommg 
Revenge an the Tyrant for bus Wife and bis Ch J- 
ten. To bim Gentlemen, and bis Induſtry you owe 
ne bopes you have of ſeeing your Country once more 
ith IN free , and the gentle Malcolm on the Scots Throne. 
Yo Four Thouſand more I bade Orders to the ſevera 
e 2 the North to get ready to meet them; 
1 en Thouſand, and ou Friends in Scot- 
land, there is no doubt of puniſhing a Tyrant now odi- 
ous to all my 44 
The News was ſo ſurprizing and plealing, that 
the Company delir'd an Account of the Negotiati- 
on, and how Mar · duff found Intereſt enough to 
bring it about. According to their Deſire, the 
Company *. 1 he thus began, 
-duff, Gentlemen, aſſdon as we got into 
England in a little Boat, thought not of an idle 
Retreat from the Tyrant, but how to deliver his 
Country, by the Aſſiſtance of England. He remem- 
ber'd the Son of the late King Duncan, was alſo 
the Grandſon by the Mother's lide, to Sibert Duke 
of Northumberland, a Man of the firſt Quality of 
England,and the of greateſt Conſideration withEarl 
Godwin, Underſtanding therefore, that Aalceim 
od vas at Court, he directed his Journey directly to 


of che ame. And baving found him, let him know 
ck, his Fortune, and how unpopular Mack-Beth was, 
nat bow eaſy it was for him to put in his Claim to 
het the Crown of Scotland; and as he was the Son of 
in- Royal Duncan, he advis'd him to ſno the Spirit 
ne of a King, and endeavour to recover his paternal 
at Dignity. That Piety wou'd certainly not ſuffer 
him to let the Murther of his Father paſs unre- 
ad WW veng'd; nor neglect the Miſeries of that People 

who look d on themſelves as committed by God 
x to his Charge. That be ought by no means to be 
rt, ¶ Deaf to the Peticjons of his Friends; and that as 
nd not doubt of King Edward's Aſſiſtance 1 


from Apprehenſion of Want, 


45 his Friend, than to both their Damage be found 
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he cou'd have leſs doubt of the Favcur of God 
azainſt ſo impious a Man, that had trampl'd on 
all Rights both Human and Divine. 
But 1 often been tempted in this 
Manner to return to Scotland, by the Creatures of 


| Mack-Betb , was moce, than ordinarily Caution 


on any ſach Motion, being ſenſible, that the Ty. 
rant wanted to have him in his Power. He there. 
fore to try the ſincerit y of Mac · duſf, and. to avoid 
being drawn into a ſnare before he committed x 
Concern of that Importance to be decided by For. 
tune, made this Reply to the Inſtance of Mac-dvff 

« 1 am ſenſible ( ſaid he) that all you have 
« urg'd, as to the Tyrant, and the Reaſons for 
*« my Undertaking, is true: But I am affraid,thar 
« you who are now fo carmeſt with me to af. 
« ſume the Regal Power, are not ſafficiently ac- 
** quainted with my Diſpoſition. Since | muſt 
* own to you, that thoſe Vices, Luſt and A. 


© varice, which have ruin'd ſo many Kings 


* have but too large a Dominion in my Inclinz- 
„ tions. *Tis true, that my private Condition, 


< and want of Power to exert them have hither- 


* to diſguis'd them ſo far, that they appear not 
% to any; yet the Liberty of Empire and the 
* Authority of Power, will let them looſe to the 
© Burthen and Oppreſſion of many. Conſider, 
* therefore, that you invite me not rather to my 
Ruin, than a Throne. \ 
When to this Mac-duff had reply'd, That Luft, 
and a rambling Inclination to Women, might be 
reſtrain'd and 1 by the 3 8 
Matrimony; and the Avarice , whjch proceeds 

45 EB be taken 2. 
way, when that fear was remov'd by being on a 
Throne: Malcolm aſſum'd, that he had rather now 
make an ingennous Confeſſion of his Faults to him 


Guilty 
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Guilty of them hereafter. © For to deal plainly 
« with you, (contind'd he) 1 maſt tell you, that 
there, is no Truth nor Sincerity in me; I con- 
« nde in no Man living, but change my Deſigns 


and Counſels on eviry Rumour and Suſpicion ; 
« and from this inconſtancy of my own Diſpoſi- 


tion | form my Pn of other Men. 
Mac-daff unable to bear any more, cry'd out in 
a Paſſion 


«* Deſart, than to be call'd to a Throne / 
[Immediately turning from him, he was, in haſte, 

leaving his Appartment. But Malkolm , who by 

his Paſſion diſcover'd his Sincerity, taking him by 


him know the Neceſſity of his Diſſimulation to 
his own Infamy, becauſe he had been often thus 
tempted by the Wiles of Mack-Beth ; and Prudence, 
therefore, demanded, that he ſhou d be extreamly 
cavtious of whom he- truſted, but that he found 
nothing to fear or ſuſpect in Mac-duff, ſince he was 
ſecur d by theNobility of his Family, the knowledge 


the Conſiderableneſs of his Fortune. 

Thus having enter'd into a moſt ſtrict and firm 
Friendſhip, they reſolv'd to make immediate Ap- 
plication to the King of England, by the Means of 
his Grand-father Sibert; and to Earl Godwin by 
another Intereſt. In the mean Time the News 
arriv'd of the Deſtruction of Mac-duff's Lady and 
Children, As the Account gave him the utmoſt 
Pain and Fury, ſo the abominableneſs of the Fact 
ſtruck the pious King with ſuch an Abhorrence of 
Mack- Beth, that he immediately granted out Suit, 
made Sibert General of the Expedition; and Men 
were rais'd with much Expedition in a Canſe fo 
faſt, as the Deliverance of a Neighbour Te. 

| | The 


Avant! thou Prodigy, and Diſ- 
grace of thy Royal Name and Family ! wor- 
* thier to be baniſh'd into the moſt wild remote 


the Hand; deſir'd him to have Patience, letting 


of his Manners, Reputation of his Honour, and 


gr 
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The Forces ara all on the March, and will be in this 
Neighbourhood by that time we can get ready 
1 Men, which theſe Countries are to pro- 
e. oy 9 

| The whole Company were reviv'd with the 
welcom Account of their ſpeedy deliverance from 
all —_ De 5 ny LT. all 
Thovghts of paſt Evils, with t ſeeing 
a ſpeedy end of all their Misfortunes. | 
Eric had been extreamly induſtrious, and got 
his Quota, according to the King's Order, res. 
dy Muſter'd and Diſciplin'd, by that time they 
had Couriers arriv'd of Duke Sibert's Arrival in 
thoſe Parts. The Day therefore is come for the 
departure of the Gueſts, and every one made 
| ready to appear with that Spirit the Cauſo re- 
 quir'd. But joſt before their Departure, the 
ane of Argyle came to them in a Veſſel, that 
Eric had diſpatch'd to la with the Thane of 
Anguss particular Orders for his Releaſe. The 
Meeting was Joy on all fides, and every one that 
had been an Enemy to Angus was now his Friend, 
The Day of Departure being come, the Thane: 
of Angus told the Company, that he never more 
wou'd return to Scotland; that he had been puil- 
ty of too many Crimes, in a ſlaviſh ſubmiſſion 
to the Tyrant, for a few good Deeds to remit; 
that, therefore, he refolv'd to ſtay where he wa 
and ſpend the Reſt of his Days in Penitence , with 
that good Hermit, who help'd to ſave his Life on 
his Ship-wrack. | | 

All the Company endeavour'd to diſſuade him 
from his Reſolution, but all in vain, his Daugh- ret 
ter, the Young Thane of Zorn, and the Generous I, 
Hole, all preſs d him by Friendſhip, Piety, and 0 
every Motive they cov'd think of or urge, but none 
cou'd prevail, he ſaid, he had not long to live, Hen 
that it was time to think of himſelf, and ir onn Ihe 
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F Mack - Beth. 
Soul; and fince all his Care of his Daughter, and 
Young Lorn being now devolv'd on Argyle, the 
World had no further need of him; that, there- 
fore, he wou d make his Retreat to raven, | and 
pray for their good Svcceſs, 

Al Perſuaſions being in vain, and the Neceſlity 
of the Time calling 8 them, they were fore d 
to ſeparate, the whole Company having attended 
the Thane of Angus to the Hermit's Cell, and 
there taken their Leave of kim. I will not . 
tend to deſciibe the Pain of the Dan her 
Loyer on ſo terrible a Parting; but let it ſuſfice, 
that it was equal to the Love and Virtoe of thoſe 
who were to Part. 
The Engliſh Army was now enter'd the Scott 
. when the Country came in on all 
ſdes, not only Wi r and Neceſlari 
but with Men and Armour, on purpoſe to 
in the Relief of their Country. Among the laſt 
came Killibarrenz and hearing his old Maſter the 
Thane of A.. te was alive, he addreſs d himſelf 
to him with all the Joy of a faithful Servant, and 
ws receiv'd by him with all the Satisfaction of a 
generous Maſter. The Young Thane of Lorn being 
by at this Interview, had the Coriofity to enquire 
abont the Lady, whom be had deliver'd from Ca- 
lader. Killibarren inform d him, that the Lady was 
now his Wife, that i on the Stones falling 
on him , and hea groan like a dying Man, 
de made direQtly to. to him, 2 that both In diſ- 
wife retir*d into the fartheſt part of Argyle, where 
he had ſome Friends and ſome ſmall "Eſtate. He 
return'd his Thanks to Young Torn, for delivering 
dis Miſtreſs ; and having receiv'd his Poſt from bis 
Lord, he retit'd. 

As the Army march d on, it daily arress tf. 3 
which ſtruck ſuch a Terror into Mack-Betb , that 
ho” he had drawn his wenn together, with a Re- 
ſolution 
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ſolution to give the Engliſh Battle, yet fiading e- 
v'ry Day ſuch Peſertlons, and how ill bis Orders 
were obzy'd, he fled to the Caſtle of Day/inor, 
hoping there to make a ſtand againſt ſo dangerous 
a Torrent. But his Men here likewiſe left him, 
and none but his own Cut-Throats ſtood by him, 
8 . dy their common Guilt, to run his Fate 
for fear of one more Ignominious, if they fell 

not in Ffighgßt. : 
But the Fortifications of Dunſinane were not 
Rrong enough to keep ont his Fears. For when 
from the Hill he had obſery'd the Engliſh march- 
ing from Berybam- Wood, with green Boughs all in 
their Hats ,as in Trinmph for a bloodleſs Conqueſt; 
he and bis ſmall. Party quit ted the Caſtle, hoping 
from Flight, another Day for bis Fate; which 
myſt there come on bim, if he ſuffer d himſelf 
to be coop'd vp within the, Walls: on which a 
Party took Poſſeſſion of the Caſtle, and another 
under the Command of Mac-duff purſu'd the Ty- 
rant, till they brought him to a Neceſlity of 
Fighting, or of being taken Priſoner. Deſpair 
was to him Courage, wherefore he turns on his 
Enemies, and Fights with that Fury, and almoſt 
Madneſs, that had the reſt his Troop per form d like 
him, they had made their way, through all Op- 
poſers: But they found themſelves 18 5 down 
with Guilt, and a daſtardly Spirit, ſo as to let 
their Maſter be ſurrounded, where he defended 
| himſelf for a while againſt all; till Aac- duff co- 
ming up, aud knowiog him, notwithſtanding this 
diſguiſe, that he had put on for his ſecure Eſcape, 
encounter d him with equal Force, and ſoon 7 
e- 
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him to the Ground, with many Wonnds, and fr 
quent Exprobrations for the Murder of his Wife 
and Children. L einn, 3 009 24 
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by Virtues be had not, and fell by the Vices he 
ou'd not Maſter; after he had cſtabliſh'd his doubt - 
fal Throne in Righteouſneſs and Love, he forſook 
doth, to deſtroy in Seven Years by his Folly, what 
he had built up in Ten by his Wiſdom. 

The Party, that ſeiz d the Caſtle found the 
Queen dead, and examining into the manner of 
her Death, they were inform'd, that for ſome 
time before theſ: Events „ that were ſo fatal to 
their Cauſe, ſhe had been frequently diſturb'd in 
der Sleep, and walk'd about the Caſtle with her 
fees ſhut talking to her ſelf, as concern'd for the 
Concealing the Murthers ſhe had been guilty of; 
but that theſe Fits at laſt reach'd her awake, 
threw her into ſuch Deſpair, that a few Days be- 
fore the Arrival of the Proſperous Forces of ber 
Enemies in ſight: of the Caſtle, ſhe being left alone 
tung d ber ſelf, and was not found till ſhe was 
dite Dead, e ery body being got on the Caſtle 
Walls to view the Engliſh Army, full of Fear 
ud Deſpair for themſelves. 


, and all the Thanes preſent with one Voice de- 
dar d A. lculm King of, Scotland: And be in re- 
turn Revers'd all the Acts of Mack-Beth to the 
mejudice, of the Nobility, and People. 

The Coronation being now-at Scone, the Thane 
4 Argyle made this ſhort Speech to the New 
My Liege, The Example before your Eyes may 
five you rl to fall into the Errors of your Pre- 
ar ur; for tho the Royal Dignity hade the Ad. 
vantage of many Places, and much Wealth, 
fuer in its Diſpoſe, that it may 4 great while 
ſmetimes keep off the Indignation "4 the Nobility and 
Frople; yet the Blow will at Jaſt come as effe@ually 
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Thus fell the Tyrant, who had raisd himſelf 


The Tyrant, and his Lady, being Dead, M 8 
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in the very Formation of Mankind, by making bumay; 
Life nſugportoble without it. The Good, therefore, of 
that Society muſt be the chief Aim of that Omnige. 
tent Being, that was the por it ; The Prince there. 
fore of any People ſhou'd r + thay bee hoſe, "a 
exalted to thar bigh Poſt, not to indulge bi 
petite, give a Looſe to bis Paſſions, and make 
thing ſubſervient to his Will, as if be were the 
not Ruler, of bis People, and they bis Slaves, not 
Subjects; that be is not only made to exalt a Favagite 
or two to vaſt Wealth, and exceſſive Power, and 
Sacrifice all things to bis Avarice or Ambition. No, 
my Lord, a Prince bas leſs Right to mdulge, or pine 
way to bis Paſſions, than his Subjects, ſince by the 
Paſſions of the firſt , the Society, for whoſe Good be 
is made, is a ſufferer, but thoſe of a Subject reach 
farther. than particulars. Tet when 4 Subject gives way 
to bis Paſſions ſo as to injure bis Neighbour, be is liabl: 
to ſuffer by Law for m king a breach in the Rules of 
Society. If therefore a private Man bas à legal 
againſt the ungovern'd Paſſions of bis Nezghbour 
a private Wrong, ſhall not the Publick bave as | 
Remedy againſt « Prince for indulging bis Paſſuns to 
the Injury of the Publick ? the Reofon is ſo much the 
fironger for the later, than the former, as the Public 
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M but tbe Publick will 


to your P give you faith- 
jt Advice, d it it their Intereſt, ER 
benefit themſelves by decerying you, but there ſcarce 

or ever will be a Favourite, that will not 


nn e Prince bis Projudie, i 
Favour to not Recon, 
rr . 
far the Good of the People, and not t for your Wil 
ad 22 Live long, and Reign Happily and 
qty. 
and 


The King thank'd him for his Advice, 
mis'd to follow it as long as he liv'd ; and to 
his Reign with a Remarkable Afar, he 
yr e of Argyle Earl of Argyle, "and 
ſo the other Thanes Earls, and Barons; Titles, till 
nevet heard of in Scotland. 

Coronation was followed by the Marriage 
of the New Lord Ln arid Eugenia. The King 
was her Father at the Altar, and the Earl o 
Argyle gave his Son. The Ceremony being over 
the Prieſt, as inſpir d by ſome Divine Spirit thus 
bleſt the new Marry'd Pair. 

Hail happy Pair ! ſaid be, Born under the A 

Influences of the Planets, or rather ordain'd 
44 — for your Countries Good. — 
you two ſhall ariſe | a Noble and Illuſtrious Race 
of Heroes; that in later Days before Scotland 
u no more ſhall be the Guardians of the Publick 
3 ſome ſhall ſuffer in the Glorious Cauſe; 
bor ſtill another Golden 


